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Thoughts on retention of the Placenta from irregular Uterine Contraction. 
By Wii11am Jounson, M. D. 


Tuk placenta may be retained in utero from inertia of the organ, or 
from adh sion between it and the uterus, or from irregular contraction. 
[t is to the last of these causes that I would at present direct attention. 
Irregular uterine contraction may manifest itself in a variety of ways. 
One of its most frequent forms is that in which the longitudinal muscu- 
lar fibres of the organ are inactive, whilst the circular fibres are acting 
vigorously, thus compressing the placenta into an oblong shape ; and this 
form of abnormal contraction, is frequently complicated by fasciculi of 
muscular fibres contracting upon a portion of the placenta, so as to pro- 
duce a cornu, effectually preventing the expulsion of this body. Ano- 
ther form of irregular contraction is that of the sugar loaf; fasciculi of 
muscular fibres contract upon the placenta so as to give the uterus this 
shape. Another, but less frequent form of irregular uterine contraction, 
is found in the hour-glass uterus. Obstetrical practitioners engaged in 
large business, have not very frequently observed this variety. Rams- 
botham, whose opportunities for observation were as great as almost any 
other practitioner, says, that of the many cases of retained placenta which 
he has been called upon to remove, he has met with but three or four 
cases of complete hour-glass contraction. It has been my hap, although 
engaged in a much smaller practice, to have encountered as many as this 
number. By hour-glass uterus, is to be understood that form of irregular 
contraction in which the organ is divided into two compartments by the 
firm contraction of a band of circular fibres about its middle. Burns con- 
founds this with all the other varieties, and makes it a circumstance of 
frequent occurrence. Another form of irregular contraction is the glob- 
ular; the placenta becomes encysted by the strong contractions of the 
circular _ of the cervix uteri. Several other forms of irregular con- 
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traction of the uterus might be mentioned, but the foregoing subserve 
my purpose. In all these ways the placenta is imprisoned in the uterus, 
and nothing but the interference of art ean liberate it. 

Every such case proves a source of vexation, both to the accoucheur 
and to the patient. The latter has her raised expectations sadly disap 
pointed, and her cup filled with delight, in the realization of being a mo 
ther, is dashed from her lips; and the former feels a kind of repugnance 
to the adoption of the only means of removing the difficulty, viz: the 
introduction of the hand, dilatation of the stricture, and the removal of 
the placenta. 

The supervention of this accident may always be suspected, when, af- 
ter the expulsion of the child, we find unusual difficulty in reaching the 
placenta with the finger, and at the same time feel the womb firmly con- 
tracted, by the hand placed on the abdomen of the patient; and especial- 
ly if with these circumstances, there be too profuse discharge. Although 
this assemblage of symptoms may excite strong suspicions of encysted 
placenta, we cannot determine with certainty, the real condition of the 
case, until we have introduced the hand in utero; and where there is 
much hemorrhage with these manifestations, the hand sheuld always be 
introduced, and the diffieulty ascertained. If stricture be found to exist, 
it should be carefully dilated, and the placenta be removed, according to 
directions inculeated by all obstetrical writers. 

The inquiry here naturally suggests itself—How long shall we wait 
before resorting to manual interference? Burns says, that we should in 
no case delay the removal of the placenta longer than two hours, and 
Ramsbotham, longer than an hour and a half. Now all such limitations 
are arbitrary, and sometimes very injudicious. The reasons for manual 
interference may be as valid after the lapse of half an hour, as at a later 
period. In my own practice I never exceed one hour. If the placenta 
be not expelled in one hour, it is absolutely uncertain when it will be 
expelled, or whether it will be expelled at all by unaided effort. The 
introduction of the hand for the delivery of the afterbirth, is more readi- 
ly effected, gives less pain, and consequently ie safer, within the first 
hour after the delivery of the child, than after a later period. It is a 
principle upon which I have always acted, never to leave my patient's 
bed-side until she be delivered of the placenta. I have been called upon 
in many instances, in the practice of midwives, and often in that of regu- 
lar , to deliver the placenta after the lapse of twelve or four- 
teen hot t the operation is much more painful to the patient, and 
difficult to the operator. I have never in a single instance put the patient 


“SBEBEBE SPER ES ERBET 


BSEewreserzrges2g 2 





a 


aes 


eRPESTERERESE SCE eTeEEG EE ee 


> 


25% 5 


1854.] Jounson—Retention of Placenta. 83 


to bed, with a retained placenta. I have known several instances where 
it has been done, but they all but one proved fatal. That one was the 
wife of a medical man, and the placenta came away within twenty-four 
hours. A patient of this same practitioner did not fare so well ; the pla- 
centa was left, and death ensued in a few days. In another instance, in 
the practice of another accoucheur, the patient was put to bed, with the 
placenta unremoved, and the reason assigned by the doctor for such con- 
duct was, that she had already flooded so much, that he was fearful she 
would die in his hands, if he attempted its removal! She did not die 
from hemorrhage, but she died shortly after from irritative fever. I 
have called up these reminiscences of by-gone days, only to point out the 
rock on which others have split. The practitioners have both deceased, 
and no one’s feelings can be wounded by this recital. 

In almost every instance of retained placenta, from irregular uterine 
contractio 1, the introduction of the hand is the only means worthy of de- 
pendence. Opium and ergot have both been proposed as remedial agents; 
in neither of them have I the least confidence. In fact, I have seen posi- 
tive ill effects from the ergot. I have administered it a number of times 
for the expulsion of the placenta, but have always been disappointed 
with its action. 

We have now decided upon the necessity of the introduction of the 
hand into the womb, for the removal of the placenta; the next point to 
settle, is the position of the patient. Ramsbotham advises, that she re- 
main in the position in which she has been delivered, namely on the left 
side, and that the left hand of the operator be used in removing the pla- 
centa. I respectfully dissent from this precept. The position in which 
I invariably place my patient, for all obstetrical operations, is that advi- 
sed by Baudeloque, in instrumental labor, viz: on the back, with her 
breech resting on the railing of the bed, her legs separated, flexed, and 
resting in the laps of assistants sitting before her. In the case under 
consideration, as instruments are not to be employed, I have the patient’s 
head and shoulders, and trunk, raised to an angle of forty-five degrees, 
by a chair turned over on its forepart and covered with pillows, and 
placed under her. This is the position in which I deliver ninety per 
cent of all my obstetrical patients. In making this declaration, I am 
aware that I may incur the animadversion of my professional brethren. 
Be it so. I could offer many arguments in its favor, but this is not the 
place for its discussion. But certainly in the present instance, this posi- 
tion is to be preferred to all others. The right hand can be used by the 
operator for entering the womb, whilst the left hand fixes the uterus in 
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situ. In fact, all manipulation on the uterus through the abdominal pa- 
rietes, are more conveniently performed, when the patients are placed in 
this position, than in any other. 

The operator having taken off his coat, rolled up his shirt sleeves, and 
anointed his hand and forearm with some unctuous substance, as hog’s 
lard, sweet oil, &c., places himself with his chair between the patient's 
legs, and introduces his hand in a state of supination, with the thumb 
placed close in the palm, and his fingers forming a cone, with a gentle semi- 
rotary motion, until he has entered the vagina; he then passes his hand 
into the uterus, until he comes in contact with the stricture; the cone 
formed by his fingers, is to be pushed steadily against the opening until 
it yields, and the hand penetrates it. The whole hand is then to be 
passed over every point of contact between the placenta and uterus. If 
adhesions be formed, they are to be destroyed ; if a cornu be found, it is 
to be entered, dilated, and the placenta disenthralled. The whole mass 
is now to be gathered as it were into the palm of the hand, and with- 
drawn from the uterus; it sometimes however happens, that at this stage 
of the operation, the uterus is stimulated to such energetic’action, as to 
expel both the hand and placenta. But sometimes a very unexpected 
difficulty is to be encountered. It has happened to others, and was once 
a source of very great embarrassment to myself, that where the stricture 
has been an hour-glass contraction, that in attempting to withdraw the 
placenta from the upper chamber, the stricture has returned and firmly 
embraced the wrist, completely preventing the withdrawal of the hand 
with the placenta. Now, if the operator let go his hold on the placenta, 
and withdraw his hand, for the purpose of dilating the stricture again, 
the same difficulty will again be produced, in another attempt to extract 
it. But by placing the thumb firmly in the palm of the hand, and with 
it grasping a portion of the placenta, the whole may easily be removed, 
and the stricture effectually dilated by the wedge which this mancuvre 
brings to act on it. I do not recollect seeing this manipulation noticed 
by any obstetrical writer except Dewees, but I remember encountering 
such a case, and the source of embarrassment it was to me, years before 
I saw Dr. Dewees’s work. I had penetrated the stricture, detached the 
placenta, and was removing it, when I found that the stricture had re- 
turned and was firmly embracing my wrist. After some reflection, with 
my hand still in the upper chamber of the hour-glass, I came to the 
adoption of the method just stated, and removed the placenta. This may 
seem a small affair; but to one who may have had to encounter this dif- 
ficulty, I think that there is no danger of its ever being forgotten. In 
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every instance where the placenta has been removed by the hand, from 
the uterus, let it be carefully examined whether any part have been dis- 
rupted, and if such have been the case, the hand must again be intro- 
duced, and the disrupted portion be removed. 

In all these operations, | would advert to one principle as paramount, 
viz: always to support the fundus uteri with your own hand placed on 
the abdomen of the mother, and never to trust this part of the operation 
to the hand of an assistant, whilst the other hand is made to penetrate 
into the uterine cavity. Disruption of the connection between the vagina 
and uterus, might result from the neglect of this caution, This direction 
is easily observed, if the patient be lying on her back. In all these cases 
as well as in those of the most natural deliverance, ascertain afterwards 
the degree of contraction of the uterus, by the hand placed on the abdo- 
men, but in almost all these cases of artificial deliverance, the womb will 
be found be firmly contracted. 

I have been more diffuse than I had proposed at the commencement 
of this essay, and perhaps what I have written is but the echo of obste- 
trical writers. I have not yet adverted to the principal object I had in 
view at the commencement, viz :—to investigate the probable causes of 
these abnormal affections. 

On these points there is much discrepancy of opinion, I would there- 
fore approach the subject with diffidence, but truth suffers nothing by 
agitation. The most elaborate speculations however, on mooted points, 
dwindle into insignificance unless established on facts. The dogmas of 
the learned are often received with too much credence, and their teach- 
ings acted upon without questioning their validity; position invests error 
with authority. It is not my wish, however, to be censorious, or to de- 
tract from the claims of well earned merit, but simply to arrive at truth. 
The opinions which I am about to contend for, I know are at variance 
with those of the most eminent obstetricians, particularly with those 
of Burns and Ramsbotham; names which are as household words in the 
republic of medicine, 

When I first entered on the practice of midwifery, I took the elder 
Baudeloque as my guide. I looked upon his systen of midwifery as the 
most perfect we then possessed. No obstetrical writer previous to him 
had manifested such a thorough acquaintance with his subject, and none 
had brought so much erudition to bear upon it. My whole obstetrical 
course was for years influenced by the teachings of that truly great man. 
Among the precepts which he inculeated, was that of danger of atony of 
the uterus from the too sudden emptying of that organ; thus leaving 
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patulous the uterine sinuses, and subjecting the patient to frightful he 
morrhage. In his chapter on the action of the uterus, he depicts in the 


strongest colors the danger of atony of that organ; and it was an ap f 


prehension of that danger, that deterred me from pursuing one of his di- 
rections with respect to the delivery of the child ; a direction which I now 
consider orthodox and based upon sound obstetrical principles. It was 
this—to assist the expulsive efforts of the uterus, by traction on the 
child as soon as the shoulders have arrived at the vulva. I was preju 
diced against this interference as 1 observed before by Baudeloque’s own 
writings, and this prejudice was strengthened by the general precepts of 
Denman, Bard and Burns; particularly by the latter. To his (Burns’) 
monograph on Uterine Hemorrhage, he has sppended a chapter on the 
management of the placenta. In that chapter he insists upon the impor- 
tance of preventing the sudden expulsion of the child from the uterus; 
and where that event is threatened he directs prevention of it by pressure 
on the child. He advises this course, not so much with a view of pre 
venting hemorrhage, as that of preventing irregular contraction of the 
uterus.. His reasons seemed valid, and his precept worthy of confidence, 
and for years I implicitly followed it. It struck me too, that by retard- 
ing the birth of the child, when it threatened to be rapid, by a hand 
placed on its head or shoulder,it would compel the uterus, to throw it 
off so gradually, as to bring about perfect contraction of the organ, and 
thus close its patulous vessels—hemorrhage and irregular contraction 
being both thus prevented. 

A more enlarged experience convinced me that both Baudeloque and 
Burns were in error. The former had exaggerated the danger of atony 
of the uterus by the rapid expulsion of the child. I found that where 
the action of the womb was sufficiently energetic, to throw out the child, 
as it were at a pain, it did not often cease with that effort, but continued 
to contract upon the placenta. I was also convinced that Burns’ precept 
was unsound, as will appear in the sequel. 

In the early periods of my practice whilst I compelled the uterus, as 
it were, to expel the child gradually and by its own unaided efforts, even 
retarding its expulsion when it threatened to be rapid, I had very fre- 
quently to encounter irregular contraction on the placenta, rendering ma- 
nual interference necessary for its removal. The most frequent form of 
irregular contraction which I met with, was that noticed at the com- 
mencement of this essay. This form of irregular contraction, I believe 
was very frequently produced by suffering the too gradual expulsion of 
the child from the uterus ; especially by suffering the feet and legs to be 
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expelled by uterine effort. The longitudinal fibres of the uterus by this 
means were kept quiescent, and the circular fibres alone permitted to act. 
Here was the first link in the chain of perverted action; and how soon 
perverted action becomes persistent, every observant man must have wit- 
nessed. The perverted action which was excited by the detention of the 
child’s feet and legs in utero, is continued upon the placenta, and instead 
of that body being expelled, it is firmly detained. Thus the precept of 
Burns, viz :—To compel the gradual expulsion of the legs and feet of the 
child, in order to prevent irregular uterine contraction, leads to the very 
production of the accident. On this point careful observation has made 
me confident. 

I do not pretend to originality in the views which I have taken of the 
causes of retained placenta, from irregular uterine contraction. About 
twenty-five years since, I read with much interest and profit, a very elabo- 
rate and 10st judicious essay upon the “ safe delivery of the placenta,” by 
Samuel Jackson, M. D., of Northumberland, and now of Philadelphia, 
published in the “ American Journal of the Medical Sciences.” From 
a few hints in that excellent essay, I was led to much thinking on this 
subject, and from thinking to acting. My views of the causes of irregu- 
lar uterine contraction, are now the very opposite of those which I formerly 
entertained, and my practice founded on such views, is also very differ- 
ent. Instead of retarding in any degree the expulsion of the child, when 
it threatens to be effected too rapidly, I suffer it to pass without any ap- 
prehension of uterine inertia from this cause. I not only do this, but I 
now never suffer the legs of the child to be expelled alone by uterine 
effort, but always remove them as soon as the hips have passed the vulva, 
by traction on the child. But J always endeavor to accomplish this be- 
fore the uterine effort has expended itself. If the pain which has expelled 
the shoulders of the child, has not expended more than half its force, I 
I make it complete the delivery by traction on the child. In fine my 
practice now is, that the feet and legs of the child never be expelled by 
unaided effort, and never if possible with an expiring pain. 

As the result of this practice | must state, that whereas irregular ute- 
rine contraction, was a frequent occurrence, whilst following the direc- 
tions of Burns, it is now comparatively a rare one. I think that I may 
safely say, that where I now encounter one case of irregular contraction, 
I formerly had six or eight, and perhaps I might make the ratio much 
higher. Ihave kept no statistics, but think that I can safely trust to 
my reminiscences of practice. J have given the result of more than forty 
years experience. For cighteen years I followed the directions of Burns, 
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viz: making the uterus expel the legs and feet of the child, in order to 
prevent irregular uterine contraction. For the last twenty-four or twenty- 
five years, | have pursued a directly opposite practice, and I have given 
the results. The subject is an important one, and if my remarks direct 
attention to it my labour has not been thrown away. 

I think that I have demonstrated one of the most frequent of the 
causes of irregular contraction. Ido not say that it is the sole cause. 
The high authority of Ramsbotham makes the sudden emptying of the 
uterus a cause of irregular contraction. If it be so at all, it will in all 
probability be that of the globular form of contraction. 1 cannot myself 
conceive of any other form from this cause. 1 have witnessed this form of 
irregular contraction, where the womb has been suddenly emptied, but 
was not satisfied of the validity of this cause. For how seldom do we 
witness the supervention of this accident from the suddc. emptying of 
the womb! 

Among the causes of this affection, I think that I may set down, from 
personal observation, that of the ergot. When the uterus has been too 
early urged by this drug to energetic action, and the child be not expelled 
until the organ become fatigued, its actions are then irregular, and if the 
child be expelled when the uterine effort be expiring, such a result may 
happen. I think that I have frequently witnessed this. 

Does not the presence of the hand in utero sometimes produce irregular 
contraction? I will answer the question by the brief relation of a case. 
Some years since, I had a case of retained placenta, with much he- 
morrhage. There was remarkable inertia of the uterus. The hand 
passed up to the fundus without exciting the slightest contraction. By 
and by I felt the womb contracting before my fin;ers into a cornu on the 
left side; I entered it and liberated the portion of placenta, and con- 
tinued to pass my hand between the placenta and uterus on the right 
side, and the same impression was again given tc the fingers ; another 
cornu was formed, and it was also entered and the placenta liberated. 
The uterus was now aroused to general action, and the placenta and hand 
expelled. The impression was produced in my mind, whilst the hand was 
in utero, that this irregular contraction was produced by my fingers. If 
this were not the case and cornua previously existed ; contraction was 
certainly produced whilst my fingers were in contact with those parts. 
The contraction was sensibly felt here, whilst the body of the organ was 
torpid. It is a solitary case. I have never been sensible of such irregu- 
lar contraction since, although I have so repeatedly passed my hand, 
both into the empty and loaded uterus. 
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To sum up what I have advanced on this subject— 

Ist. Far the most frequent of all the causes of irregular uterine con- 
traction, is that of the gradual and unaided expulsion of the legs and 
feet of the child. 

2d. The too early exhibition of the ergot in labour. 

3d. The too sudden emptying of the uterus. Deference to the highest 
obstetrical authority compels me to admit this among the causes of irre- 
gular contraction; at the same time I must candidly confess, that 
although I have witnessed irregular contraction where the uterus has 
been suddenly emptied, I looked upon it more as a mere coincidence than 
as & cause. 

4th. The presence of the hand in utero under a state of unusual inertia 
of that organ. 

Wurre Housz, February, 1854. 
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Gangrenous Erysipelas. By W. Mortimer Brown, M. D. 
THERE are few forms of disease in which the benefit of remedial mea- 
sures is more conspicuous, than in erysipelatous inflammation ; yet occa- 


sionally we meet with cases in which the digease marches forward to a 
fatal termination, as little checked or changed by all the means that art 
and science can bring to bear upop it, as cyanosis or fungus hzematodes. 

Acute Erysipelas, characterized by sharp stinging heat, and shining 
redness of the skin, disappearing on pressure, but immediately return- 
ing, with much febrile excitement of the general system, preceded often 
by one or more chills, is the form most usually met with, and is often 
connected with, if not dependent on a diseased state of the liver, stomach, 
or some other of the internal organs, the detection apd removal of which, 
forms the first and often the only step in the treatment; the secondary 
subsiding as the primary disappears, Where this is not the case, blood- 
letting and the free use of cathartics, with a general antiphlogistic regi- 
men and the local application of blisters, nitrate of silyer or mercurial 
ointment, have with me proved almost invariably successful. 

This last, though by many writers considered useless or injurious, has 
in my experience been of great value, and where it has been used in the 
same case with other applications, the more rapid improvement under its 
use has generally been visible in a very short time. In cases where 
both sides of the face, or both arms were affected, I have directed the 
ointment to be used on one side, and other applications on the other, and 
le as has been the difference, that in many jnstances the patient 
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would insist on using uo application but the ointment. I was led to 
make the trial from a suggestion of Dr. Dewees, and have seldom been 
disappointed in looking for a favorable result, though I have not found 
it necessary to push its use to such an extent as to induce salivation in 
any instance. 

When the disease is seated in the throat, and is attended with edema 
of the glottis it is very intractable. Though the attack may seem mild, 
and the sympathy of the general system slight at first, labored respire 
tion soon comes on, the fever settles into the typhoid type, and all efforts 
to arrest the onward progress of the disease seem vain, though tonics, 
general and local, have been used with an unsparing hand, as soon as the 
change of type seemed to call for their use. Whether a tonic treatment 
from the commencement would be more successful I am unable to say, 
depletives local and general having usually been employec for a few days 
during the stage of excitement. 

Observation in the wards of a public hospital, early brought to my no 
tice that form of sloughing erysipelas, known as hospital gangrene, 
spreading with rapid strides from bed to bed, and sweeping away ats 
stroke, the fondest hopes of the Surgeon in the success of an operation, 
and bringing to a fatal termination incisions the most trifling, or leaving 
tedious sores or unsightly stumps where early union and serviceable ex- 
tremities were confidently looked for; but in private practice this is rarely 
met with, and seldom exhibits the same degree of virulence. The follow- 
ing case seems, however, sufficiently obstinate, and was marked with 
some unusual features worthy of a passing notice. 

M.S. Age about 40,—full, robust habit. June Ist, found the fore 
head and right eyelids affected with erysipelatous inflammation—the up 
per eyelid much swollen and very hard, the conjunctiva much congested, 
and a spot in the centre of the forehead, nearly an inch in diametzr, 
black and hard like leather. The globe of the eye seemed unaffected, 
and vision was perfect when the lids were separated, so as to permit the 
light to reach the eye. Pain greatest in the forehead ; little sensibility 
to pressure ; pulse 100, full; slight white coat on tongue ; bowels costive; 
goed appetite ; thirsty ; led bien sick shout 0 week ; nd been lecshels 
few days ago without relief—ordered magnesia and salts taken until the 
bowels should be freely moved ; a solution of cream of tartar to be used 
as a drink; sulph. zine dissolved in rose water, to be applied to the eye; 
and at night a cold poultice of ground slippery elm. On the 6th, no im- 
provement taking place, but the inflammation extending, mercurial oint- 
ment was ordered to the inflamed surface, and the conjunctiva was freely 
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scarified. On the 8th the cold poultice at night was omitted, solution of 
nitrate of silver applied in place of mercurial ointment, and 5 grs. of 
blue pill given every night until the 13th, when symptoms of ptyalism 
appearing, it was omitted. 16th. A black spot appeared over the eye- 
brow. 18th. Uleeration commenced on the upper eyelid. Sleepless. 
Ordered 5grs. nitrate of potash and 3grs. Dover’s powder every four 
hours. 27th. Ulceration spreading—vision lost in right eye ; pulse 110, 
feeble ; appetite failing—ordered 9grs. sulph. quinine during the day. 
30th. Worse. Ordered sulphate of iron gr. ii, three times a day, chlo- 
rate of potash gr.vj, every two hours, and wash ulcer with solution of 
sulphate of iron. Continue nitrate of silver. 

July ist. The solution of sulph. of iron was increased to xii grs. to 
the ounce, and 20 drops of muriated tinct. of iron given every two hours. 
2d. A poultice of ground flaxseed, with prepared charcoal, was applied 
to the ulcer, and the next day cod-liver oil substituted, but both seemed 
to increase the irritation, and were omitted. The oil, however, was con- 
tinued internally. From the 6th to the 13th, quinine and carbonate of 
ammonia were given in large doses without restraining the onward pro- 
gress of the disease. 13th. Abundant discharge of fetid purulent mat- 
ter—upper eyelid nearly gone—no appetite—trembling—delirious— 
pulse 100, weak. White slimy coat on tongue, with dark streaks—diar- 
thea. Solution of iodine was ordered to be applied alternately with 
muriated tincture of iron. Iron was also taken internally in full doses. 
At this point there seemed a change for the better. A solution of 
chloride of lime was used to correct the feetor, Dover’s powder was given 
oeeasionally to procure a little sleep, catechu to restrain the diarrhea, 
and elixir of vitriol, quinine and beef tea, to build up the system, and 
apparently with effect, as all the symptoms improved, the black sloughs 
separated, healthy granulations sprung up, the pain gradually subsided, 
the pulse became stronger, the bowels regular, the appetite good, and on 
the 23d the prospect seemed favorable for recovery, when suddenly the 
strength began to fail, all the unfavorable symptoms returned, constant 
delirium, then coma ensued, and death closed the scene in about a week. 
Several of my professional brethren saw the case with me, and have 
given me the benefit of their suggestions, and from the failure of the 
means first made use of, we felt inclined to give a thorough trial to the 
preparation of iron, so highly recommended by John and Sir Charles 
Bell, in erysipelas, but, as we have seen, in vain. 

From the failure of the tonics in this case to arrest the disease, and 
from its resemblance to noli me tangere, I should be inclined to make a 
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trial of arsenic if a similar one should present itself. But the case is of 
rare occurrence in private practice, and is not a common one even in hos. 
pitals. ° 

I have seen cases where the skin looked as black as if a heavy blow 
had been inflieted, but in other respects there was litthe resemblance to 
the above case, and the treatment pointed out in the first part of this 
article has usually given speedy relief. 

Newark, N. J. February, 1854. 


BADD 


“Tar Cuance or Lirz,” in Women; with remarks on the period 
usually called “ Critical.” 


By Josern Parnisn, M. D. 
NUMBER III. 


Power of Female System—Evidence of it, in Sympathy, Conception, Growth of 
Embryo, Cessation of Menses, Lactation,—Power bhidden,—Meral and Beata! 
Changes. 


In the changes to which reference has been made, there is an allusion 
to the power, or capacity of the female system. The power exercised by 
the generative organs, upon other parts of the body, amd the reciprocal 
influence or control, felt by these organs, from other parts. Leaving for 
the present, the question of diseased action, we may consider these con- 
gregate systems, in theif norma) dependencies on each other. 

Power is a significant word. It implies the exercise of some ittherent 
force. If that force is latent, its exhibition proves the power of develop- 
ment. It is activeit is the vis a tergo through which the life force 
speaks in the progressive existence of the being. Without it, there can be 
no growth. The wheels of life cannot move in their circle of organic 
structures. The machinery by which the productions of the animal are 
evolved, must of necessity be arrested ; and certainly, as the wise man has 
said, will “the pitcher be broken at the fountain.” Death is the result 
of a want of power, whether it be from disease, or the natural wearing 
out of the thread of life. This suggests the idea of the limited nature of 
this motive power : limited, because the life of the animal is itself con- 
fined within certain bounds ; and if it be limited, it may be modified. It 
may be excessive in its manifestations at one particular part of the body; 
or other, and distant influences may take from it, a portion of the energy 
allotted to that part, by which it must necessarily suffer. 

Now in the change of girlhood, called menstruation, there is not only 
strong evidence of this power, but of its action through sympathy. 
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The uterine system, being the great central characteristic of female 
life, around which moves the circle of all the mental, moral, and 
physical phenomena, peculiar to this stage of existence, the flow may 
be affected through either of these media, both as to the time of its ap- 
pearance, and its character. For example—if the mind should be over- 
taxed, and the vital force summoned to the support of the mental effort, 
to a degree beyond its share, the uterine supply may be measurably 
withheld, and the production which should result from a fair and equa- 
ble working of the machinery, may not be evolved. The law of sympa- 
thy, in full force, in such a case, between the mind, which maintains its 
supremacy, and the struggling uterus, the latter is robbed of its propor- 
tion of vital energy, and the whole system, thus disturbed in its sympa- 
thies, and relations, gives evidence of disorder in some form. Again, a 
fright, or any strong emotion, may react upon the uterine organs, and 
produce an excessive flow of the menses. And yet again—a physical 
injury, or shock, as a sudden fall, or fatiguing exercise, may, by a reflex 
movement, contribute to the hasty, if not premature developement of the 
uterine flow, by the operation of the same immutable principle. 

The uterus, that has been dormant for years, and is now aroused, produc- 
ing a new fluid, by which its capacity may be known and measured, possesses 
the power of conception. In this function likewise, it demands the sympa- 
thies of the entire being, of which it forms a part. The mental, moral, and 
physical attributes of that being are exercised in all its performances. 
The impressions that fasten themselves upon the mind, the moral emo- 
tions which spring up simultaneously in the heart, and the physical 
changes that occur, all bear an interesting, and important relation to 
each other, and each contributes its portion, to maintain the uterus in 
its office. The new organ and its appendages, are all alike concerned. 
The uterus itself—its tubes—its ovaries—its vagina—each has a share in 
the change. The absence or inability of either, will impair, or de- 
stroy, the perfection, and harmony of the arrangement, and the uses it 
is intended to serve. There is likewise power to mature a living being. 
The generative apparatus developed now, and in the fulfillment of a nat- 
ural law, is still undergoing change. Menstruation and conception have 
already occurred. The speck that forms the embryo, must grow out of its 
embryonic state, and assume its fetal life. The fetus in utero must 
develope its proportions in due season, and then become a living being 
in the world of life without. The changes in size, shape, &c., of the em- 
bryo, and foetus, are marked by corresponding changes in the habits, 
feohings, and tastes of the mother, all of which are striking, but too fre- 
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quently unregarded, if not unobserved. Mark them—The uterus 
from a passive organ, some two inches in length, gradually enlarges, 
rises out of the pelvis, extends upwards towards the chest, and widens 
laterally, till it oceupies nearly the entire abdomen. In texture it is also 
altered. From an apparently solid mass of muscle, divided by a single 
fissure, it is stretched into a thin texture, till distinct fibres are seen ex- 
tending in various directions, and the internal cavity, instead of being s 
thread-like cleft in the substance of the organ, becomes the residence of 
a living being, of human form, and dimensions. The Fallopian tubes are 
pressed aside ; the ovaries crowded out of their place; the vagina laden 
with a heavy weight, and often enormously congested, the bladder flat- 
tened, and the intestines greatly compressed. For six months at least, 
this state of things is experienced in a greater or less degree, until the 
time of parturition comes, when, by the sudden removal of the contents 
of the womb, it collapses into its former state ; not however by a gradual 
decline, but by the most heroic throes of nature, in the exhibition of 
tremendous power. And with its return, its appendages follow, and take 
their wonted places, the viscera are replaced, and the whole organism 
again restored. 

Let us not overlook the fact, that with the occurrence of conception, 
the menses cease to flow, and that with the close of pregnancy, lactation 
commences. Cessation of the menses at the occurrence of gestation, is a 
natural and legitimate consequence. It may be true, that there are ex- 
ceptions to this rale, but the rule is still the same. And it is an ob 
viously wise one. The womb, when menstruating, performs a function 
widely different from what it is called to, in the process of gestation, and it 
may not exert two opposing forces at the same time. Lactation has likewise 
its separate design,—a design affecting not merely the child, that is to be 
nourished at the maternal fountain, but one adapted to protect the 
constitution of the mother. The breasts, in furnishing a supply 
ef nutriment, allow the womb, to which they are allied by a near sym- 
pathetic relation, to rest, perhaps for a whole year, during which time 
the female is saved the toils, and trials of the pregnant condition. All 
this is natural. The vast changes that have been described, as occuring 
during the long period of utero-gestation, from the time of its commence- 
ment to its close, are all in obedience to the law of life-—all natural; 
and the physician does not interfere to arrest, or scarcely to modify 
them. Take for example the “morning sickness,” that passes like a 
a wave through the whole economy, disturbing the repose of almost every 
organ, and for three consecutive months, subjects its victim to harrassing 
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discomforts, that no medicine can relieve. The vomiting, and general 
distress, dependent upon this condition of the system, is not disease, un- 
less pregnancy is disease. It is a symptom of gestation, and if there be no 
departure from health in the cause, the symptom cannot be morbid. 
The experience of the profession everywhere, and in all times, eorrobo- 
rates this view of the subject. As far back as the days of Hippocrates, 
the illustrious Father of medicine declared*—“TIf the catamenia are 
suppressed, without being followed by rigor or fever, but by disinclina- 
tion for food, pregnancy may be suspected.” Who then would treat 
the vomiting of pregnancy as gastritis? Or who would subject his patient, 
under such circumstances, to a “course of mercury,” for example, as 
he might be disposed to do, if pregnancy did not exist? As a gene- 
ral rule, no treatment is required in the pregnant condition, if the pa- 
tient will but observe ordinary hygienic rules. So when the period is 
at an end, and the child is born, but little medication, if any, is 
necessary, unless disease may interfere, and demand professional aid. 

In all these changes, striking and wonderful as they are, nature is the 
kind Physician, who counsels, and whose gentle hand directs the power, 
that accomplishes them all. We cannot estimate their extent, because 
they are performed in silence and obscurity. As the hidden seed in the 
bosom of the soil, that shoots forth, and grows, and becomes the wide- 
spread shelter, and the prolific bearer of goodly fruit, performs all its 
wonderful changes in unobserved stillness, moved by a concealed vitality, 
that no art ean supply—so do the “changes in the life of women,” that 
are connected with the uterine system, go on in the mysterious chambers 
of her own organism. The hidden uterus, aroused from its long lethar- 
gy, grows, and developes the whole being, first, igiving evidence of its 
power to execute the command to “ Be fruitful and multiply,” and then 
by the same inherent vis vitale, spreading out, and affording shelter for a 
living being, and bearing it into the world. 

With all these physical changes and developments, we should not 
overlook the differences in moral and mental character. The change in 
these respects occurring at mature girlhood, have already been noticed ; 
but as those presented during the course of utero gestation, too often 
escape observation, perhaps some of them may be recalled here. The 
morbid temperament, often irritable, and exceedingly sensitive, and it 
may be desponding; and the seemingly disordered, and even loathsome 
appetite, in the early months of the pregnant female, must be familiar 


* Aphorisms of Hippoe. sec. v. . Ixi. 
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to the careful observer. With the “disinclination for food,’ ot the 
unnatural appetite, and the distressing sickness, it would seem reaso- 
nable to anticipate a sensitive temper, a dispositisn for retirement, even 
from the fondest friends, and a morbid feasting of the mind on imagina- 
ry ills, and delusive fears. But when we can realize these exhibitions of 
character, as the result of uterine disturbance acting sympathetically 
upon the brain, we shall reach a physiological fact, that may serve us an 
important purpose, in other manifestations of change that may occur in 
the uterine function. It is not urged that these peculiar displays of phy- 
sical phenomena are universal, but that they, or some kindred exhibitions 
of perverted taste both mental and physical, are exceedingly common, no 
one will attempt to deny. Take a lady for example, of recved and amia- 
ble disposition, who during the first few months of pregnancy, shows a 
character just the reverse of her accustomed habit; and it cannot be 
satisfactorily accounted for, in any other way. She is dissatisfied with 
herself, mortified, and grieved, and yet she cannot control ber feelings 
and desires. They are indications of a state of the system, at once pecu- 
liar, and astonishing ; indications that point to a series of connecting in- 
fluences between the thinking, and the generative powers, that shows 
them to be intimately associated. 

Now if they be so closely related, and the uterus may produce such 
marked changes in the mental character, why not the brain react upon 
the womb, and create a corresponding diversity of effects? For the time 
comes in the history of female life, when the mind acts with mature 
vigor, and the generative organs decline. 

Let us explain. The changes in the uterus connected with conception 
and its immediate results, are independent of mind. They occur when 
exposed to the natural stimulus, whether the will of the individyal con- 
curs, or not. The mind may oppose, and yet the cell that is lodged in 
the womb, shall grow out of its own life, into its embryo state, and then 
onward to its foetal existence. But not so in the dreaded “ change 
of life,” occurring in more advanced years. When the uterus will have 
lived out its term of actiye service, return to its first estate, and be 
come again a passive organ; the mind will have just grown up to its 
full proportions, and be capable of acting with a corresponding power. 
It is therefore suggested, that if the individual be taught to anticipate 
this change, with cheerful expectations, many of the ills now attendant 
upon it, may be avoided. 

Let us enquire what they are. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 
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Correspondence. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Physician? L 
Fesrvary, 9, 1854. 


8. W. Burizr, M. D.—The perusal of your address, read before the 
District Medical Society of Burlington County, reminded me of a cher- 
ished idea tending to the pecuniary advancement of the profession. 
Your plan of bringing the members of the profession often together in 
harmonious evening meetings, to compare notes, encourage, advise, and 
counsel each with the other for the benefit of the whole and the public— 
would have the happiest effect to elevate the profession in the estimation 
of the more intelligent portion of the community. They would feel that 
here was a consultation for the common good, and not at their expense. 
Hence would we receive and enjoy some return in cherished good feeling 
for the vast amount of labor that we must of necessity do for nothing. 
Then, instead of each practitioner watching his brother with an envious 
ora jealous eye,—lest by some chance he may be called to visit his pa- 
tient—each would freely present any and every case of interest that 
night oceur in practice, would freely declare his treatment, and ask the 
suggestion of any change, or addition that might promise any meliora- 
tion of persistent bad symptoms in a given case. If perchance one of 
the circle has met a case which yielded to some new composition, or new 
nedicine as to a charm, he would, for the benefit of the whole and the 
publie weal, detail minutely all the symptoms, promulge the composition, 
sad encourage all the rest in any such case, to give the medicine a trial 
and report the results. Herein is the benefit of such frequent re-wnions. 
“ Re-unions” did I say? Yes, indeed such a spectacle in our county 
would in truth be a re-union. For, in the minds of most of the practitioners 
in this county there seems to have grown—and the stronger as age lays 
its silvery fibres among the raven locks—an idea that because employed 
for a time, to them are sold bodies (and souls almost) of every such fa- 
nily. Consequently, any new comer is looked upon as xn intruder upon 
vested rights. And if the unoffending man who answers to the best of 
his ability the call of one of these fee simple patients, is foolish enough 
to join in the quarrel, a three cornered fight most readily ensues. To all 
such practitioners, morbidly sensitive as they are, I would propose the 
formation of district medical societies, or social medical circles—in fact a 
re-union after the plan suggested in your valuable address. If not this, 
let them avail themselves of the facilities now offered at the Patent 
ad Peete aera 
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patients patented, and then the strong arm of the law will control the 
public opinion. 

The obligation of patient to physician is measurably cancelled when the 
bill is paid. The recent action of your society directing the presentation 
of bills at the expiration of the periods of sickness, is good, and would 
lead very much to favor the harmonious gathering so much desired. For 
the older physicians who can live without calling frequently for settle. 
ments, often use the pecuniary obligation of families as a lever power tore- 
tain their business. It is the more effectual in communities where money is 
less plenty, and the old system of trade and barter has not been outlawed 
by the cash system. 

But still another bond of union may be formed .» what I have 
used at the head of this communication, and named the Physician's 
League. The experience of every younger practitioner of medicine 
has taught him, that the readiest to employ him are those who 
never pay any physician. They patronize each in turn, till each 
wants pay, then a new one is sought out. Sueh patronage every 
young doctor has, until he is almost patronized to starvation. The 
League I would propose—pre-supposing the re-union already advocated 
—is, that each practitioner should collect as promptly as possible, and 
report to his cirele all such as refuse to pay, and those who are able and yet 
unwilling to pay, should be marked by all the rest, and their patronage 
respectfully declined till the indebtedness is cancelled—this would result in 
good to all. Such a plan was once adopted by a district society in your 
State, but owing to some jealousies not counteracted by a frequent meet 
ing together, it failed of its object. Let me further say, that this propo 
sition does not intend to include sueh as from protracted illness, misfor- 
tune, or extreme poverty are unable to pay. Such every honorable phy- 
sician feels it a pleasure to attend, and do all im his power to relieve their 
misfortunes gratuitously. M. D. Jz. 


~~ ——_— 


Professional Standing ; Its decadence; thé cause; how to be remedied radical- 
ism; “Young Ameriea;" evils of present College system; American Medical 
Association ; controlling lufluence of the Schools; hence the Association has 
been thus far a failure; the remedy. 

Wasuinaton, D. C., February 17th, 1854. 
Mr. Eprror—lI owe you an apology for not having acknowledged at 
an earlier date, the receipt of your able and interesting address delivered 
before the District Medical Society for the county of Burlington. Apart 
from the deep interest I feel in the subject discussed by you rpon that 
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ceeasion, that courtesy, respeet and sympathy, due to a co-laborer in s0 
good a cause, would have prompted an immediate response from me, had 
not the pressing engagements of an active professional life intervened to 
prevent, up to the present moment. I have read your address with much 
interest and attention, and am gratified to find you assume upon many 
important points connected with the general welfare of our profession, 
the same positions occupied by myself. After adverting to the humilia- 
ting fact that there has been a retrograde in the standing of the medical 
profession since the days of Sydenham, Fothergill, and others of that 
time, you go on to demonstrate the causes which have conspired to pro- 
duee this decadence of professional respectability and influence in socie- 
ty, by diseussing them under three different heads. Ist. Defective me- 
dical aequirements, including their antecedent causes. 2d. The advance- 
ment of quackery and its connexion with the regular profession, &e. &c. 
3d. Want of union and hermony among scientific physicians. Without 
wishing to offer any comments upon the two latter of these divisions, 
upon which you have dilated somewhat in extenso yourself, you will ex- 
cuse, I hope, the indulgence of a propensity I feel just at this moment, 
to submit a few observations upon the subject involved in the first. There 
can be no doubt as you justly remark, that whilst the science of medi- 
cine, through the assiduity, labor, and researches of a few scientific and 
listinguished members of the profession, has been gradually progressing, 
and is now far in advance of what it was a century ago—the standing, 
respectability and influence of its members as a body, are far below what 
they were at that date, or even at a much later period. I refer specially to 
the personnel of the profession in our own country ; its present position in 
society, and its professional and literary attainment. No one, I presume, 
who will take the trouble to institute a comparison, can arrive at a dif- 
ferent conclusion, or hesitate to make this mortifying admission, nor can 
he be so blind as not to perceive at once, the chief and most potential 
cause which has operated to produce this unfortunate state of things. 

In contemplating this subject, to those who really have the interest of 
our profession at heart, who feel a commendable pride in the calling 
which they heve selected, and who honestly and earnestly desire to sus- 
ain that dignity and high standing by which the profession of medicine 
has hitherto been characterized ; two questions naturally present them- 
selves. 1st. What are the causes which have conspired to depreciate 
medical acquirements and professional influence in our country, leveling 
the profession to a trade, and fostering quackery. 2d. By what means 
are we to purge the profession of these evils, and accomplish a reform? 
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To my mind but little difficulty presents itself in responding to the first 
of these interrogatories. The cause is unfortunately too wide spread and 
apparent, to escape the observation of the most prejudiced and superf. 
cial observer. The multiplicity of medical schools which exist in our 
country, the low standard of professional attainment recognized by them 
for graduation, and the utter want of preliminary education in a large 
_proportion of the medical students who are permitted to graduate, offer, 
in my judgmient, a sufficient explanation for the existence of the evils 
above indicated. I might perhaps, add in this connexion, as a collater. 
al cause, the radical and progressive proclivities of the present age. 
That agrarian spirit which, having recently embodied itself in the form 
ef a political organization in our country, under the tatle of “ Young 
America,” induces every street urchin or illiterate mechanic, to entertain 
the belief that he has not only the unquestionable right to fill, but that 
he is eminently fitted for any station or position in society, without the 
delay, trouble, and expense, of first acquiring an education. Under the 
influence of this pestilential epidemic, which for many years past has 
been sweeping over this country, destroying in its wild career every mon- 
ument of the past, established by the wisdom, prudence, and experience 
of our progenitors; invading with its disorganizing elements, the sacred 
precincts of religion, philosophy, and science; seeking to disenthrall its 
self of all those necessary and conservative restraints imposed by lav, 
morals and religion ; acknowledging no obligatory impulse to human ac- 
tions, but individual will, and refusing to recognize the conventional 
rights either of society or of nations—under the baneful influence I say, 
of this spirit, medicine has been forced to suceumb, and no longer claims 
with any pretention to justice or truth, for her followers, the appellation 
of “ The learned Profession.” The day has passed by, when the profes 
sion of medicine was confined exclusively to the educated classes of society, 
and the honorable title of Doctor, selected to illustrate the pretensions of 
those who professed a knowledge of the science, has become almost a re- 
proach or a synonyme for quack or pretender. In times past, when none 
but educated gentlemen aspired to become professional men, and none 
were permitted to receive the degree of Doctor of Medicine, who had not 
previously obtained a thorough preliminary education, the social posi- 
tion of the medical gentleman was one of influence and honorable distine- 
tion: dignified with the title of doctor, he found no diffieulty in being 
readily admitted to a social equality with the most fastidious and exelu- 
sive. But my dear sir, “tempora mutantur,” who are those who now 
eompose a large portion of our profession? What rank do they held is 
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society? What position do their antecedents and attainments entitle 
them to hold? As the legitimate result of establishing medieal schools 
in almost every village throughout our country, the once honorable pro- 
fession of medicine has, in many instances been degraded to an ignoble 
and dishonest trade. We now see in every direction, school after school 
springing into existence, and entering the market in eager competition for 
public patronage, endeavoring to underbid each other by an unrighteous 
sacrifice of the most sacred interests of the profession to which they be- 
long, and over which they might be regarded as ex-officio guardians. In- 
fluenced in this by considerations of pecuniary gain, or blinded by the 
imaginary importance and distinction attached to the title of professor, 
they seem utterly insensible to the manifest injury which they are thus 
inflicting upon the reputation, standing, and efficiency of the profession 
at large. In support of these strictures upon the present system of me- 
dical education pursued by the Colleges of our country, I would ask if it 
is not a fact, that scores of young men are annually admitted as students 
of medicine, to the lecture rooms of almost every medical institution 
in the eountry, who have not only never graduated at any literary 
institution, but are actually so ignorant of the very elements of an English 
education, as to be scarcely able to write ten lines of English without 
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ll its. committing as many orthographical errors? Illiterate artizans, flattered 
law, at the idea of, and tempted by the facilities for, becoming professional 
mn ae. men, abandon their various mechanical pursuits, and without the useless 
tional delay of acquiring a preliminary education, walk direct into the anatomi- 
[ say, cal halls of some College, as fit material to be manufactured in the short 
Jaims space of two years, into bona fide doctors of medicine. Now sir, taking 
lation into consideration the fact, that nearly the entire philological fabric of 
rofes- medical science is based upon the Latin and Greek languages, its techni- 
ciety, eal nomenclature derived chiefly from the roots of these two languages ; 
ons of is it seareely possible I ask, for such persons to acquire in the limited 
‘ate period of two years, a sufficient knowledge of that science to justify their 
none being sent forth to the world as representatives of the medical profession, 
‘none and suitable practical exponents of its principles? I would not have you 
d not suppose my dear sir, that I am actuated by a desire to establish for the 
“posi- profession of medicine any exclusiveness; on the contrary, I am willing 
stine- to leave the door wide open—the profession accessible to all classes of 
being society ; requiring always that those who aspire to become professional 
oxclu- men, shall first render themselves worthy of it, by acquiring a preliminary 
> nOW education, so that they may come up to the original standard of medical 
id in science, and not require it to descend to that of ignorance and empiricism. 
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With regard to the second proposition with which I started, viz:—by 
what means are we to purge the profession of these evils, and effect a re- 
formation, [| am not prepared to give so ready a response. Very many dif- 
ficulties infest our pathway and arrest our progress. This subject, as you 
are aware, has for the last two or three years agitated the professional 
mind, and been repeatedly presented for the consideration of the Ameri- 
ean Medical Association. So far, however, as my knowledge extends, 
with the exception of a recommendation that the sessions be extended by 
the Colleges, I am not cognizant of any effort which that body has made 
to reform our system of medical education. On the contrary, I despair 
of our ever accomplishing any material reformation thr ugh the instra- 
mentality of that Association. The Schools, whose interests it would 
seem are antagonistic to the various systems of reform which have been 
suggested by those not connected with these institutions, have usually 
managed to exercise a controlling influence over the deliberations of that 
body, and will, I fear, always succeed in defeating every proposition, which 
has for its object, the imposition of any restrictions upow the privilege 
which they now enjoy of turning out doctors at the shortest notice, and 
the least trouble. I must confess, that I have been unable to join 
in the huzzahs which are annually shouted in praise of this Association, 
neither have I participated in singing peans or offering ovations to the 
wonderful achievements, in advancing the interests and prosperity of our 
profession, which it is claimed have characterized its proceedings since 
its organization. In canvassing the pretensions set up by those who 
elaim so much for the Medical Association, and who expect so much yet 
from it, I ask myself these questions—What apparent influence has the 
Association so far exerted over the medical profession throughout the 
country? Has there been any improvement in the system of medical 
education? Have the dignity, standing, and influence of the profession 
been in any degree exalted? Has any successful, systematic effort, been 
made to root out Quackery? Has the code of ethics recommended by 
the Association been regarded by the medical profession at large, or even 
observed in its own annual organizations? To all of these questions I 
feel constrained to reply in the negative, and whilst I am willing to ac 
knowledge that the operations of the Association may have paved the way 
for future advantage to the profession at large, candor compels me to 
admit that in my humble judgment, it has so far made but little progress 
towards accomplishing any of the most important and essential objects 
for.which I presume it was instituted. So long as the licensing power 
rests exclusively with the irresponsible faculties of the Medical Schools, 
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so long will the selfish dictates of interest triumph over duty to the pro- 
fession, and induce them to graduate those who are manifestly incompe- 
tent, and entirely unworthy to become members of the medical profes- 
sion. 

Hoping that you will excuse the hasty and loose style in which I have 
hurriedly written this, 1 subscribe myself very truly and respectfully 
= ALEX'R. Y. P. GARNETT. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Biographical Notice of the late Professor Horner. 


We presume that most of our readers have known Dr. Horner: proba- 
bly most of them have listened to his instructions, and all, have no doubt 
been familiar with his writings, and none will turn an unwilling eye from 
the that records a brief reference to the history of this truly esti- 
mable man. 

Dr. Horner was a native of Virginia. He was born at Warrenton, 
Fauquier county, on the 3d of June, 1793. His constitution being ex- 
— feeble in boyhood; he was very spare, and weighed not more 
than ibs. when oup aah age. os 

He was thus prevented from indulging in the usual sports of early life, 
and spent his time in the company of his elders, and the im a 
ployment of reading. His education was mainly conducted by ac - 
man in his native town, and at an academy in Dumfries. 

He commenced his medical studies in 1809, under the direction of Dr. 
John Spense, a Scotch physician, educated in Edinburgh, with whom he 
continued till 1812, during which period he attended two courses at the 
University of cy paying particular attention to anatomy. 

In 1813, (before he graduated) he received a commission as Surgeon’s 
mate in the hospital department of the U. 8. army, which he 
In Sept. following, he was attached to the 9th military district, north of 
the Hi hlands, state of New York, while in his twentieth year, being in 
the receipt of some thirty or forty dollars per month, rations. He 
was ordered to take of seventy-three invalids at Greenbush, some 
of whom had been severely wounded at the capture of Yorktown and fort 
8t. . After relinquishing his command at Greenbush, he hasten- 
ed to Philadelphia to attend the winter courses at the Pee wl 
graduated in April 1814. In June following, Dr. H. reached the frontier 
and was pateenes bra boogitel at — yg he was Sante 4 re- 
lieving the man rers who were t to the i en- 

ta of Fort Erie and Chippewa, eal lowing, tht be 
his professional charge at one time, 173 and sick. His 
tour of duty on the Niagara frontier was concluded on the 24th Decem- 
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ber, and in his Journal is found the following record—* I was the first 
on the ground, and am the last to quit it.” He was afterwards station- 
ed at Norfolk, Virginia, and on the receipt, at Washington, Feb. 15, 
1815, of the intelligence of the signing of the treaty of at Ghent, 
he determined to resign his commission, which he did on the 18th of 
March following. On the 23d, he received information of its 

and left Norfolk on the following day, for his paternal home. He 

for a short time at Warrenton, but could not remain long. He was mo 
ved by a secret impulse, to seek the scene of his future p ity. His 
journal makes this record on the 3d of December 1815—“ The bicon 
is passed. I have forsaken my relatives, my ‘tiends, and my practice. 
I am now on my way to Philadelphia, where I intend to seek my for- 
tune. I have put all at O, thou eternal Father, the giver of 
a ge gifts! may Thy blessing attend me.” 

e spent the winter at the University, peonventing practical anatomy: 
his enthusiasm in this branch of study, his quiet demeanor, his steal, 
a verance, attracted the notice, and earned the friendship of 

Wistar, who offered in the following March to appoint him his dis 
sector, at « salary of $500 per year. The offer was accepted, and Dr. H. 
ed to his duties. In the fall he was offered a Surgeon’s place on 
an East Indiaman, but in consequence of his engagement with Dr. 
Wistar, he promptly declined. On noting this occurrence in his diary, 
he remarks : 
re gente 
sunces. Ley love, Saleen te toe tay frome ened. die odeuhaue 
thet “boueaty is the bea policy? "l sow put h wo the les.” A hole appeudedte 
this passage, dated January, 1652, to this elect: “ See vote of Trustees of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsy!vania, appointing me Professor of Anatomy, November, 1531.” 


In 1818, Wistar died, and Horner records this, to him affi dis- 


era « My hopes 
succeeded to the chair of anatomy, and a 
strator, placing the dissecting class, and all its emoluments 
In 1818, the anatomical course was opened by Dorsey 
most brilliant introductories ever listened to within these walls, but 
very night he was taken ill, and in a few days was carried to the 
Horner again desponded, but a. who took upon himself 
tomical department, renewed with him the arrangement made by his pre- 
decessor. In Oct. 1820, Dr. H. was married, and in the month succeed- 
ing, he was associated with Dr. Physick, as adjunct Professor of Anatomy. 
“ 3 w i of the S i 

Ia pa Ra pe wk ie pie to the Philadelphia Almshouse 
« De. Physick, broken down by increasing infirmities, finding the task of lecturing 


ond his powers, resigned his 
a $9 Heveer, in November of that year. nanimously 


“On the a 
those elected ; and 


i was in charge 
trict itals, established during the prevalence of the e 
. himself to investigate the anatomical 
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nal tube in cholera. For this object he adopted an entirely new method of observa- 
tion. He first made a minute injection of the mucous membrane, and then examined 
it under water, with large magnifying lenses; and afterwards on the object-glass of 
the microscope. ‘ S 

“In this manner, he demonstrated that the epithelial structure of the small intestines 
is destroyed, and desquamated.” 


“This last lecture was accomplished with difficulty. His limbs were distended 


; with dropsical swellings; for a week he rides ple Aegeleg on ody 
i 


waist ; his respiration labored and short, rendered speech d 

and throbbing carotids, seemed threatening every moment an a 

a sudden ion, or fatal effusion on jungs. At the end 

liberately walked to his home, at least a quarter of a mile, 

fect health. From this time he felt the conviction i 

ual be 'Wek enue & bo-cuneved han Ga eene ~ 

ness integrity. He resign calmly to 

pe ay ge eye amy — oe 

tion for a future state it been the ruling thoug 

seldom talked of his death, but, when it was alluded to, i 

as any other occurrence of our daily life. A circumstance I am 

shows his coolness and poo as Os Oa He was lying on 

Henry H. Smith and Doctor Horner was 
He demonstrated with his 


it, the heaving heart 


mortem before he is dead.” The remark so amused Doctor Horner, 

heartily, in which we joined him. At the end he said : “ Well, 

‘ for a long time.” This occurred on the third day 

¥ imperative sense of duty, so conspicuous a trait in Doctor Horner, 

wan ne SR nae his en pe pa Beek Bon pe 

most urgent is case mi bis li 

dione, be inalaed om selleving the Faculty cf the Univershy of e pordon of t 

his neapacitated state might throw on them. He commenced the anatomical exami- 

nation of the candidates for graduation, aided by his son-in-law, Doctor Henry H. 

Smith, and continued this duty until within two days of his death. ° 

“Itis somewhat that the death of Doctor Horner was not the immedi- 

ue result of the chronic affection under which his constitution had broken down. He 
abdomen, on the left side. 


nae the evening of the next day, March 
ves. 

“Examination after death, revealed the existence of entero-peritonitis, with mortifi- 
cation of the small intestines. This new condition was the direct cause of death, and 
pi suddenly supervened on the original disease."—Compiled from Professor Jackson's 

‘ourse. 
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wetrapectieg “By J oy. someon! i. D., &. MD, bo he. 
ypeutical. AMES IMPSON 
Lindsay and Blakiston, 1854. (8vo. on. 


Waar is the duty of the medical man with regard to empiricism and 
a arma What is the position which the conscientious physician, 

the sake of truth and humanity, should assume toward them? These 
are difficult questions, and have always been answered differently by dif- 
ferent classes of minds in the profession. Nor are they yet settled. Ad 
huc sub judice his est, may be truly said, for opinions on the subject ar 
as widely divided now, as ever. With regard to bold and barefaced 
quackery, (such as that which has recently established its head-quarters 
at the capitol of our state), there is of course but one sentiment. To that 
sort of thing the profession can know only the one relation—that of war 
to the bitter end. Neither does it expect any thing else, being openly 
blatant and defiant, and relying solely on its appeal to ignorant credulity. 
The difficulty is to know how to treat those more insidious forms of en- 
piricism, which come in the guise of “ New Systems,” or professed “ Me. 
dical Reforms,” based upon specious arguments, that seem plausible 
enough to the unprofessional persons to whom alone they are addressed. 
Shall they be met with argument and exposure? or is it wiser to le 
them alone, confident that they will die out of themselves? We confess 
that we have always inclined to the latter opinion. In a case where the 
sentiment of the profession itself is divided, we can understand the value 
of free discussion and examination, but in the instances to which we now 
refer, the appeal is made to an uneducated public, totally unable to ap- 
preciate the first elements of the controversy. Every physician must re- 
call with a smile, the extraordinary, and often ludicrously absurd “ argu- 
ments” they have heard adduced, in support of homeopathy and kindred 
delusions, by persons otherwise sufficiently intelligent. A discussion be 
fore such a tribunal, is very apt to become a sort of game of “ brag,” in 
which the umpires will be carried away by the disputant who indulges in 
the boldest and most reckless impudence of assertion. We have always 
been convinced, moreover, that irregulars of all sorts gained additional 
notoriety and consequence from professional notice. Hence comes the 
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real with which they seem to solicit, and endeavor to provoke attack. Like 
Mawworm in the play, they “ love to be despised,” because it gives them 
ground for an appeal to popular sympathy. As concerns homeopathy 
at present, we have thought it bad policy to assail it, because it is dying 
out fast enough of itself. All false systems are necessarily short-lived, and 
this one, having passed its culminating point, is rapidly falling into the 
condition of confusion and self-stultification that precedes dissolution, 

Dr. Simpson, however, is of the contrary sentiment. He believes that 
the quasi-scientific empiric should be met with a thorough and searching 
examination of his pretensions. Every new “ system” he would subject 
to the test of a rigid analysis, exposing its sophistries, and laying bare 
its absurdities. This he has attempted for homeopathy in the present 
work. While doubting the policy of the proceeding, we nevertheless re- 
joice, that it has fallen into such able hands. There is no clearer head, 
snd no more fluent pen in the profession, than Dr. Simpson’s. This 
volame, which is a reprint of his third Edinburgh edition, contains a full 
and candid statement of the homeopathic doctrines and practice, extract- 
ed from their highest authorities, and commented upon in a spirit of 
kindly, but at the same time, of logically severe criticism. Each propo- 
sition is fully considered and amply illustrated, and its fallacies exposed. 
There are portions of the subject so absurd intrinsically, that it is almost 
impossible to discuss them with becoming gravity, but even over these 
Dr. 8. has managed to restrain his risibilities, and preserve proper deco- 
rum. His book is a thorough exposition of the whole matter, and will 
hereafter be invaluable to the student of medical history. We cordially 
recommend it to all who desire to know what homeopathy is, and what 
are its tendencies. We are also glad to see that Dr. S. includes in this 
edition, a synopsis of Dr. Gaidner’s masterly exposure of the fallacy of 
homeopathic hospital reports. 

From the chapter which treats of the present condition of homoopathy 
on the continent of Europe, we make the following extract, the interest 
of which will excuse its length. 

“In ‘ Bransnaw's Guipz to THe Contrvent,’ published a few months ago, (August, 
1851,) the author, Mr. Lee, who, ‘ by repeated visits and residences’ upon the conti- 
vent, has made himself specially intimate with its medical and other institutions, inci- 
dentally makes the following observations regarding the present state of 
it its native country of Germany, and the condition of it in Leipsic at the time of his 
last visit to that city : 

“ At that time,” he observes, (pp. 290 and 291) “of my first visit, I was anxious to 
te the homaopathic Hospital, of which I had previously heard, Leipsic being head- 
quarters of this doctrine, | expected to have found at least forty or fifty beds filled with 
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patients ; but was rather surprised to find that the building (which is a small house in 
the suburbs) only contained eight, and even of these, all but two or three were unoo 
eupied. At my last visit to Leipsic, 1 understood that matters were going on badly 
with homeopathy, which indeed, is now comparatively little heard of in Germany and 
France, except at Vienna, and only requires to be understood by the public for its ab- 
surdity to be apparent, though there will always be credulous individuals who are to 
be caught by any novelty, when presented under a specious appearance, and backed 
by an unintelligible name. During its whole progress, it never was sanctioned by any 
individual of eminence in the profession, and was principally taken up as a means of 
acquiring wealth or a livelihood, by persons who hxc 4 never been previously heard 
of, or who were known as having failed to acquire practice by the honorable exercise 
of their profession, by whom every means were taken to puff it into notice, and to 
keep public attention directed to it ; such as repeated histories of cures, the establish- 
ment of dispensaries, of which I believe, the only one that remains, is the above men 
tioned, at Leipsic, even if that be still in existence ; for a few months before my arr> 
val, the house-physician having become convinced during a residence of sometime in 
the dispensary, of the nullity and danger of homa@opathy, gave up his appointment, 
and published an exposition of the system pursued, with an account of cases, which 
clearly shows (what had long been evident to the bulk of the profession and the pub- 
lic), that the so called cures were recoveries from ordinary ailments, by the efforts oi 
nature, which were frequently a long time under treatment; whereas, by a proper 
medication and attention at the outset, they might probably have been removed ins 
few days ; and that many of the more serious cases got worse instead of better, for the 
want of active treatment. It must not be supposed that the homceopathists always 
adhere to the principles of the doctrine. It has not unfrequently happened, that per 
sons who attributed their recovery to homeopathy, were treated allopathically with 
out their being aware of it. In fact, one practitioner in Leipsic, a professed homeo 
pathist, candidly acknowledged that he pursued both plans of treatment, and was ac 
customed to ask his patients by which method they would be treated, as both were 
equally good. 

“ Within the last few weeks I have been informed by Dr. George Fleming, of Dus- 
dee, who has just returned from a six month's sojourn at Vienna, that he attended the 
homeopathic hospital there, under Dr. Wurm, for upwards of a month, but that mat 
ters did not seem to go on prosperously with homeopathy, even in that school, which 
is acknowledged to be its central and chief seat; the whole number of pupils in at 
tendance at the hospital only amounting to five. The diseases of the patients were 
chiefly of a chronic aad sub-acute type, with numerous cases of a prevailing mucous 
fever, which was so slight as not to require formal medical treatment. Only one case 
of acute inflammatory disease, was admitted, viz: a case of pneumonia of four days 
standing. This patient died. 

“There is a second and older homeopathic hosptial at Gumpendorf, in the suburbs 
of Vienna, under the medical charge of Dr. Fleischmann. When Dr. Fleming was at 
Vienna, he was assured that there was only one medical pupil attending Dr. Fleisch- 
mann’s hospital. His informant was the pupil himself Speaking of Fleischmann'’s 
hospital, Dr. Routh, who sometime ago studied at Vienna, remarks ‘I never saw % 
any one time, more than two students in attendance, besides the physician going 
round.’ 

“In a letter lying before me, from Dr. Gerson, a very intelligent young German 
physician, who has studied at various continental schools, and has lately come on & 
visit to Edinburgh, it is stated, ‘ during the last six or eight years, neither the medica! 
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profession nor the public of Germany have paid any degree of attention to homaopa- 
thy, for it is now everywhere looked upon as possessing no theoretical or practical 
value. It is tolerated, because it is regarded as a very innocent and harmless species 
of quackery. * *® As regards actual homeopatic practice in Germany, it is very 
limited indeed in Leipsic, where the English and other admirers of Hahnemann, have 
lately erected a statue of him, and which was once the chief seat, if not the birth-place 
of homeopathy. Out of 120 medical men, there are now, as I was lately informed by 
Dr. Radius, the Professor of clinical medicine in the University of that city, only six 
or seven homeopathists, and only two or three of this number can be said to be enga- 
ged in practice, and to a limited extent. The homeopathic hospital which existed 
formerly in Leipsic, has become defunct. In Hamburg, out of 153 medical men, there, 
is now only one hom@opathist. The son of this gentleman has entered the medical 
profession, but has not adopted the homeopathic principles of his father. A physician 
who formerly practised homeopathy in Hamburg, renounced it some years ago, and 
returned to legitimate medicine. 

“While this sheet was passing through the press, Dr. Oscar Prieger, of Kreuznach, 
a physician well known to many English invalids who have of late years visited the 
continent, came to Edinburgh ; and, on showing him Dr. Gerson’s letter, he confirmed 
to me in the strongest manner, the recent rapid decline, or indeed total extinction of 
hom@opathy in the eities and medical schools along the Rhine, and in all that part of 
Germany with which he was acquainted. In fact be had heard the word only in En- 
gland, or from English patients, during the last five or six years ;—the delusion having 
now altogether ceased to excite any interest in the districts of Germany with which 
he was intimate.” pp. 43—47. 


We are satisfied that the homeopathic delusion is equally on the de- 
cline on this side of the Atlantic. Every practitioner must see that it ob- 
trudes itself upon professional attention less and less every year. Certain 
neighborhoods may still be troubled with an occasional outbreak of ex- 
citement on the subject, but it certainly attracts much less of popular 
notice. In Philadelphia, where it was originally mainly confined to the 
German population, it is now very rare for a German family to employ a 
homeopath. It is also to be observed that most of the recent candidates for 
popular favor in this line, associate with it the practice of hydropathy or 
mesmerism, or more rationally, of electro-magnetism. The original pro- 
fessors of pure Hahnemannism (of whom there is merely'a remnant left), 
are fading into obscurity, and their place is taken by men who notori- 
ously use heroic doses of the alkaloids, and whatever else can be smug- 
gled into a globule, or a moderate sized powder. Dr. Simpson mentions 
the case of the Duc di Canizzaro, who died after taking a dose of homw- 
opathic globules, with all the evidence of poisoning by strychnia. A 
similar case recently occurred in New York. Dr. Alfred Taylor, of Lon- 
don, found one third of a grain of sulphate of morphia in a single “ ho- 
meopathic”’ powder. A patient to whom the writer gave veratria in the 
dose of ¢ of a grain, thrice daily, exclaimed that we had given her “ ho- 
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meopathic” medicine, which she recognized by the same pricking sensa. 
tion of her fingers and toes. One of the most successful practitioners of 
the art, now in Philadaelphia, uses only tinctures, which he inspissates to 
some fanciful standard of his own, and then gives, dropped on sugar in the 
form of powder. His apothecary informs us that this person purchases 
largely of the solaneous narcotics, and of the Tr. Aconiti several quarts 
annually. We were sometime since called to see an old lady suffering 
with anasarca from heart disease, who had been under the care of a con- 
sultation of nominal homeopathists. She complained much of the “nas. 
tiness” of their medicine, so contrary to her previous notions. On ex- 
amination we found her powders to contain each, about 5grs. nitrate po- 
tassa, and lgr. powdered digitalis, with some sugar! Evidently, the 
majority of these practitioners at present, are mere impostors, who avail 
themselves of the popular delusion to obtain patients, and then endeavor 
to secure some efficacy in practice, by secretly using the armory of legiti- 
mate medicine. Evidently, moreover, such a state of things cannot last 
long. Homeopathy is ready to die the moment its fit successor comes, but 
not till then, for there is a class in the community that cannot live with- 
out a quackery to foster. In the meantime, let every one who desires to 
be either instructed or amused concerning it, avail himself of the admi- 
rable labors of Dr. Simpson. 


CumicaL Report on Dysentery; based on an analysis of forty-nihé 
Pg - aaa ay tener en: ag 8 oa me | 
the Disease. By Austin Fiint, M. D 
Co., 1853, (8vo. pp. 90.) 

GusnicaL Report on Curonic Pieurisy ; based on an 


Sorty-seven cases. By A. Fuint, M. D. Bufialo ; Jewett, Themes 
Co., 1853, (8 vo. pp. 58).* 


Ir will be perceived that our table this month is unusually rich in 
works of a practical character, and addressed to the mature practical mind 
of the profession. This is a gratifying fact, as evidencing that we are 
passing out of the era of text-books into that of a more manly literature. 
Many of us (not old fellows either), can remember when it was rare to 
see in a Doctor’s office, any book of higher grade than the manuals he 
used at College. Now, however, this “milk for babes” will no longer 
answer for his grown estate. He requires something more direct, sub- 
stantial and practical, and our enterprising publishing houses (as our list 
* For copies of these works we are indebted to Mr. H. C. Morton of Louisville, Ky, 
By whotn they are for sale. 
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fully demonstrates), stand ready to supply his wants. It is undeniable, 
that the body of our profession read ten times as much as they did thirty 
years ago; and with this increased intelligence there comes an increased 
practical efficiency, which the public will not be slow to appreciate, One 
great advantage resulting from this change, is the adoption of a less ex- 
alted style by medical writers generally. They have laid aside the pro- 
fessorial tone, and instead of lecturing ex cathedré to submissive pupils, 
they write as men addressing their peers. Boldness of assertion, and 
looseness of statement, are instinctively repressed, in a production to be 
submitted to the ripe judgment of the experienced. We therefore hail 
with pleasure the appearance of such works, although, as in the present 
instance, they may not altogether agree with our views. 

The first mentioned volume, isa reprint of a series of papers that origi- 
ginally appeared in the Buffalo Medical Journal, and wherein the author 
endeavors to illustrate the general subject of dysentery according to the 
statistical or numerical method. We confess toa daily diminishing faith 
in the value of medical statistics. It may be that “figures cannot lie,’’ 
but unfortunately medical language is generally so loose and unprecise, 
that there is always a doubt as to what exactly the figures apply. For 
instance, we are told that on a certain occasion, one hundred cases of 
Cholera all recovered under Homeopathic treatment! But what idea is 
conveyed to the homeopathic mind by the word cholera? Doubtless the 
hundred patients mentioned had diarrhea and perhaps vomiting, but, as 
for cholera,—it’s another matter. Or, we may be assured, that in a cer- 
tain epidemic of Scarlatina, twenty-five consecutive cases were cured by 
Dr. Somebody with lard inunctions. Yet every physician who has gone 
through several such epidemics, knows that it is an even chance, whether 
next season, twenty-five consecutive cases die under lard inunction, or 
twenty-five recover without it; not that the lard is useless, but it is by 
no means a specific. The disease this year may have an intensity un- 
known the last. To come from these extreme cases to others, where the 
greatest accuracy is attempted, there will always be some of the same un- 
certainty. The result in a given case, will depend perhaps as much upon 
the grade of intensity of the attack, and the individual peculiarities of 
the patient, as upon his treatment. No tabular statement can include all 
these elements, which are indispensable in the examination of any limited 
series. But they are partial and restricted in their operation, and, in 
any very extended series, may be safely left to balance one another. 
Hence statistical results, covering a very wide field of observation, give 
us an approximation to the truth, whose value increases in a much 
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more rapid ratio than that of the numbers themselves. We therefore at- 
tach a value to such statistics, which we deny to a numerical analysis of 
a smal! number of cases. In the present instance, we hold that Dr. Flint’s 
basis is too narrow for his attempt. We must do him the justice, how- 
ever, to say, that he has performed his task generally with logical consis- 
tency, and all possible precision. As he has confined himself rigidly to 
the phenomena observed in his cases only, th. reader must not expect 8 
full history of dysentery in all its modifications. But we apprehend that 
Dr. F. has, in one or two instances, ventured into assertion beyond what 
his record justifies. If he means simply to assert, that none of his forty- 
nine cases presented the symptoms of what we are in the habit of calling 
bilious dysentery, he is doubtless correct. But we understand him to 
deny the existence of that form of the affection, of which we are as inti- 
mately convinced, as we are of the existence of autumnal fever itself. 
We have seen three forms of Dysentery: ‘Ist. pure sporadic, or simple 
colonitis ; 2d, epidemic, prevailing over wide regions of country, and 
with an unmistakeable typhous tendency; 3d. endemic, cénfined to our 
river-bottoms and similar miasmatic localities, and with the hepatic com- 
plication obvious at first sight. In the two first classes, the use of calomel 
is of at least doubtful propriety, while the third cannot possibly be ade- 
quately treated without it. Whoever observes the above distinctions, 
will also know when to use the lancet, and when it must be carefully 
avoided. We are inclined to believe, moreover, that the apparent con- 
tradiction in the reports of the County Medical Societies of Pennsylva- 
nia, as to the geological formations over which dysentery prevails epi- 
demically, may easily be reconciled by keeping this in mind. The great 
majority represent that the epidemic occurs upon gravel or slate forma- 
tion, (frequently high ridges,) while the adjacent limestone districts are 
exempt. Certain exceptions are reported, but these (as far as we are 
acquainted with their topography) are all river-valleys, notoriously sub- 
ject to pernicious forms of malarious disease. Compare the cases in the 
two localities, and we venture to predict, that they will be found entirely 
different. We regret that the experience of Dr. F., has not called his 
attention to this interesting distinction, for it demands elucidation at the 
hands of just such a cautious and conscientious observer as he appears to 
be. It would have enabled him, moreover, to give a clearer notion of 
the use of calomel than he has done. 

On the whole, his remarks on treatment are satisfactory. He 
uses one phrase, however, against which we must always protest, espe- 


cially as he is right in his opinion, and merely uses it from habit. 
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We refer to “purging in dysentery.” The word purging always 
conveys the idea of drastic catharsis, and is therefore liable to lead 
into fatal errors of practice. Dr. F. uses only “Jazatives in dysen. 
tery,” and should say so, distinctly. There isa tendency to torpor of the 
upper bowels and focal accumulation, notwithstanding the constant tenes- 
mus, and the relief which follows a free evacuation is sometimes surprising. 
The periodical use of a laxative, is especially necessary where opium and as- 
tringents are given by the mouth. For this purpose Dr. F. prefers 
castor oil. He speaks doubtingly of the usefulness of the saline cathar- 
tics, which we wish he had condemned more pointedly. Acting almost 
entirely on the upper bowels and causing liquid stools, they may be be- 
neficial if administered with extreme care, and in very small doses, but 
they are liable to irritate and do mischief. The blandest obtainable oily 
matter, presents that combination of laxative and demulcent effect which 
the case demands. We have occasionally used almond and olive oil, 
when perfectly sweet, with excellent effect, but melted butter answers so 
much better than anything else, that we have for years past, relied en- 
tirely upon it. It has been our habit, where it was practicable, to have 
it churned for each occasion, and given immediately, melted by warm wa- 
ter, in doses of 3ss—j. If overheated, or burned, in melting, it is apt to 
occasion heart-burn and unpleasant eructations. 

The remaining essay of Dr. F. is, to our minds, a more satisfactory pro- 
duction than that just noticed. The number of cases seems less inade- 
quate, considering the comparative infrequency of Chronic Pleurisy. 
His materials, moreover, are more thoroughly digested, and we have read 
the work with interest and instruction. We shall always welcome the 
appearance of Dr. F., in the arena of medical literature, where his name 
is becoming familiar ; and of one thing he may rest assured so long as we 
fll a chair editorial :—if we differ from him in sentiment we will certainly 
tell him of it, though always, we trust, kindly and respectfully. 

On the Etiology, Pathology, and Treatment of Frsro-Broncarris and 
RHEUMATIC PNEUMONIA. By Tuomas H. Bucxusr, M. D., &. 
Philadelphia, Blanchard & Lea, 1858, (8vo. pp. 150.) 

The author of this interesting work frankly informs his readers at the 
outset, that this is one of the rejected candidates for the prize of 
the American Medical Association, in 1853. But it is none the less 
valuable on that account. We can perceive its faults, which concern ar- 
rangement and style, while the matter we have found extremely interest- 
ing. Dr. B. deserves the thanks of the profession for his investigation 
of a hitherto neglected topic, which must lead to important therapeutic 
“a The disease which he describes, is Fibro-bronchitis, or rheuma- 
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tic inflammation of the fibro-cartilaginous structure of the bronchia, s 
distinguished from the mucous tissue. It is one which, al occa. 
sionally hinted at in medical literature, is passed over in si by 
systematic writers, and is entirely ignored by our modern practical au- 
orities. Yet we venture to assert, that no experienced practitioner 
can read Dr. B’s. book, without having a flood of light thrown upon 1 
@ host of “dry catarrhs,” as well as upon the course of certain obscure 
chronic pulmonary affections. The chapter on the Rheumatic Element, 
will be found especially valuable. Dr. B., divides all rheumatisms into 
four classes, the first and most common of which, is that dependent 
the presence of lithic acid and lithate of soda in the blood. It is in thi 
form that he relies upon Phosphate of Ammonia, of the superior efficacy 
of which, he seems quite as confident now as he was, when he first pub- 
lished on the subject, some ten years ago. The second form depends 
upon the retention of nitrogenous matter im the blood, from sup 
iration—the third upon the abnormal presence in that fluid of 
y phosphates,—and the fourth upon the retention of certain illy- 
“extractive matters” of the urine. All these of course re 
quire diversities of treatment ; but all are liable to be complicated with 
bronchitis. The cases illustrative of Dr. B’s. treatment, are reported at 
greater length than seems to us essential, but it is better to err upon that 
side than the other. The concluding chapter on Treatment, is full of 
sound practical suggestions, which make this eminently a book to be 
prized by the “ wor doctor,” rather that the mere closet student. 
On THe Use anp Anuss or Atconoxic Liquors, in Health and Dis 
ease. By Wo. B. Carpenter, M. D., with a preface by D. F. Con 
die, M.D. Philadelphia, Blanchard and Lea, 1853. (8vo. pp. 178.) 


Messrs. Blanchard and Lea have given us a neat edition of the cele 
brated prize essay of Dr. © ter, intended for general, as well as pro- 
fessional use. It is p by a highly laudatory preface from the pen 
of Dr. Condie, who has also appended to each page a glossary of notes, 

ining terms otherwise unintelligible to the un ionable reader. 
The work of Dr. Carpenter is able and learned, and is written in a pure 
ly scientific spirit, without prejudice and without fanaticism. He demon- 
strates beyond dispute, the injurious effects of alcohol upon the healthy 
system, and shows that the cases of disease in wich it can be useful, must 
be exceptional and very rare. The book will be found a rich storehouse 
of facts and arguments for the advocates of total abstinence. 


ELEMENTARY CHEMISTRY Theoretical and Practical. By GEORGE 
Fownes, FR. 8. &e. Edited with additions by R. Bridges, M. D. &e. 
Philadelphia, Blanchard and Lea, 1858, (12mo. pp. 555.) 


This is another edition of # well-known and favorite work. Itis 


brought up fully to the mark of ate ~<a 
lamented death of its author—by the labors of Drs. Hoffman and 
Jones. We know of no better text-book, especially in the difficult de 
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ta, as —— of organic chemistry, upon which it is particularly full and sa- 
ceca. We would recommend it to as @ ca — 
ce by book” tok” fo their students who are beginners in chemistry. is copious- 
ul au- ly illustrated with excellent wood cuts; and is sltonether admirably 
Loner “ got up.” 

pon 8 

scure WORKS IN PRESS. 

ne, 


One object we have proposed to ourselves in the conducting of this 
Journal, dy andes fpredgag eaten = orpte ote coming 
from the American press. can be accomplished onl & CO-ope- 
ration with the publishers generally, which it will require mete organize. 
This month, therefore, our list is rather meagre, yet we are able to an- 
nounce some things which will awaken a path antici -_ Thus; 
Blanchard and Lea promise us speedily, a “Treatise on 
of the neck of the uterus,” from Prof. Meigs, aucenteaaiaeedl 
received with delight. It will be illustrated by colored plates. The same 
publishers have nearly ready “ Erichson’s Science and Art of Surgery,” 
with over 300 wood cuts. This will be followed 4 Abel and Bloxam’s 
Practical Chemistry,” also copiously illustrated. 

The interest in uterine oathalagy is well sustained, ne ee p Ay 
Fy a a en ace og" "SB. 

of New York, announce another in “ Jobert on Diseases of the Uterus,” . 


E 
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work of high rank, and which we rejoice to see made accessible to the 
American reader. They also have in press Dr. Neligan’s “Atlas of Cu- 
taneous Eruptions,” containing nearly 100 delineations, arranged in six- 


Git FB tn colored folio plates. 
178 Grambo and Co., of Philadelphia, advertise a translation, 
; by Dr. , Da Costa, of « Kolliker’s Microscopical Anatomy of the Human 

cele Body,” with over 300 wood cuts. The work is one much needed by the 

5 pro- public at present, and as its author’s name is of the very highest 

e pen tathorty in these matters, its appearance wil be looked for with intrest 

notes, The same firm also announce a new edition of “Morton’s Anatomy.” 

vader Among books not strictly medical, they have in George 

pure- work on Ethnology, by Dr. J. C. Nott, of Mobile, and 

mon- Gliddon, Esq.» formerly our Consul at Cairo, entitled “ Types of 

althy ur readers are aware that the subject of the origin of fone 

must ‘asad hte: Seo Qnlenint® of” ae Samay atte eamanueennd aineits The 

house writers of the present volume are among those who contend for nume- 
ous races and separate origins, They bring to their task immense learn- 
ing and research. In the palawontological department, they are noniaied 

ORGE i Be Usher, of Mobile while Prof. Agassiz contributes a 

. ke, ay on “Centres of Orestion,” illustrated by a beantifal colored tablean. 
vhost Ggtjies ths bathers poodias to toy wad is peseded WY George Morton, 

: authors to a memoir 
He Bh that a ot deonthom ta po of his toad Dr. HL 8. Patter 
Raw son, of Philadelphia. The whole will constitute a uarto volume of 75k 750 


mets, with about 350 wood cuts, and numerous lithographic plates and 
charts. 
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


Ovr readers will perceive that the present number of the Reportzs 
contains a large amount of extra matter in the shape of the Transactions 
of the Medical Society of New Jersey. 

We feel assured that these transactions will repay a careful perusal. 
The minutes will show, that the profession of our State is not indifferent 
to the subject of progress; and yet we could wish to see more zeal and 
disinterestedness manifested, in the increase of the budget of the Stand. 
ing Committee, and in the presentation of voluntary essays and commu 

Much of the time of the Society was lost, for want of a proper atten- 
tion on the part of the members, to parliamentary usages. We hope 
there will be an improvement in this respect, in future meetings. A 
case of discipline also consumed much time, and was finally, much to the 
regret of the members, unavoidably postponed for a year. The attend 
ance of members was not large, yet the different sections of the State 
were tolerably well represented. 

As the Transactions of the Society are becoming year by year more 
voluminous, and the expense of publishing them, increases 
ingly, we suggest the propriety of appointing a Committee of Publication, 
whose duty it shall be to have the oversight of publishing the proceedings. 
This burden should not fall so much on one or two individuals. The ap 
propriation made this year, for the purpose, is not nearly sufficient. 
This whole matter should be in the hands of a competent Committee. 

We are very glad that the Society has resolved to re-establish the old 
custom of having the members dine together. There is no doubt, that 
this will render our meetings more sociable and pleasant. It will also fa- 
cilitate business, by preventing the members from becoming scattered. 

There are indications that the profession of the State—especially the 
younger portion of it, is becoming more and more interested in our me- 
dical organizations. We are glad to see this, as it bespeaks an increas- 
ing desire to advance the interests of mankind, as represented in the pro- 
gress of medical science. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


In our correspondence department will be found two letters called 
forth by an essay in the last number of the Reporrer entitled “ Doo- 
tors’ Commons.” The suggestion of “M. D. Jr.,” is a good one, and 
might easily be carried out to the manifest advantage of both practitioner 
and patient. Such a “ League” as he proposes, has for some time been 
in successful operation in Burlington, and is found to work well. Of 
course, a8 our correspondent intimates, its successful operation pre-sup- 
poses that union and harmony which should always exist. 

The well written letter of Dr. Garnett, contains many valuable sugges- 
tions on the subject of medical education, which we commend to the at- 
tention of our readers. We are not, however, quite so ready as he seems 
tobe, to despair of effecting a reformation in the profession by means of our 
National medical organization. We are aware that the influence of the 
Schools, as they are at present represented in that body, is potent, and that 
hitherto, it has been apparently, at least, adverse to the best interests of 
the profession. But we hope for more enlightened and elevated views, and 
less selfishness on the part of our Professors, and we hope too, and expect, 
that our county medical societies will come forward in their might, to 
vindicate the true interests of medicine in the Association, by sending 
delegates to that body, who shall have a controlling influence in its delib- 
erations. 

It is unfortunate that many of our schools are so sensitive with regard 
toany influence which may tend to curtail privileges, which have in 
many instances ten too long exercised as rights; but we cannot think 
that this will always be so, or that the American Medical Association 
vill not, ere long too, be the grand conservator of the true interests of 
medicine in this country. 

We are glad that our humble essay has been the means of opening 
this discussion in our columns, and we hope that it will be carried on, 
in a spirit of candor, and with a sincere desire to advance the interests of 
medicine. There is much to be said and written on the subject. 


— LPP LLL 


Drs. F. G. Smith, and John B. Biddle having resigned their editorial 
connection with the Medical Examiner, Samuel Hollingsworth, M. D., 
has assumed its management, assisted by a corps of excellent writers 
4s collaborators. We give Dr. H. the right hand of welcome, and 
friendship, and wish him success. 

The Stethoscope has been purchased by the Medical Society of Vir- 
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ginia, and will hereafter be edited by a Committee of that body. But 
more of this anon. We part with Dr. Gooch with regret. 
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sa We have been obliged to omit the third article of the series on 
the American Medical Association this month. This has been occasioned 
partly by the pressure on our columns, and partly because of the time 
required to prepare a suitable portrait and biographical sketch of the late 
Nathaniel Chapman, M. D., which should accompany the next article. 
These are in course of preparation, and if not ready for the April number, 
will be issued in the form of a supplement, as soon as possible, and 
mailed to all our subscribers. 


—<_ — PPPOE 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


A number of minor publications lie on our table this month, but we 
can afford only a very brief space to noticing a few of them. 

The “‘ American Medical Monthly’ is the title of a journal commenced 
in New York on the first of January. It is conducted by the faculty of 
the New York Medical College, E. H. Parker, M. D., being the princi- 

editor. Putnam & Co. are the publishers. Eighty pages—three dol- 
per annum. 


The “ Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery” we have received 
lately, which is the first time we have ever seen that work. It has been 
changed to a monthly, and is filled with interesting matter. L. P. Lan- 
dell, M. D., Editor. 

Both the above journals are organs of medical schools. We trust 
that they will not, in upholding the interests of their schools, lose sight 
of those of the profession. 


Norton's Literary Register, for 1854. This is one of the most impor- 
tant Annuals, to literary men, published in our country, and we would 
call the attention of our readers to it. It is filled with interesting matter 
under the following heads—1. Libraries—2. Proceedings of Convention 
of Librarians—3. Library statistics—4. Educational Register—5. List of 
American and English publications for 1853. pp. 175. C. B. Norton, 
71 Chambers street, New York. 

“ The legitimate goal of professional ambition,” is the title of an Ad- 
dress by William M. McPhocters, M. D., introductory to his course of lee- 
tures on Materia Medica and ics, in the Medical Department 
of St. Louis University, Oct. 31, 1858. Success is the word that solves 
success be best secured, is replied to as follows— 


L. In to succeed, the physician must be thoroughly educated, 
and with special reference to the spirit, and wants of the present age. 
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2. He who would cultivate medicine successfully, must have an ardent 
and abiding attachment to his profession, and so as he lives, should 
continue to be a student. 

8. Although not absolutely indispensable, it is highly desirable, that in 
the beginning of his career, the physician should have—in addition to 
an ardent love for his profession—the stimulus of necessity—poverty. 

4. Forsaking all other pursuits, the physician must make his profes- 
sion the grand object of his life. 

5. He who would adorn his profession, and would become a blessing 
to mankind, must be an upright, conscientious and truly christian man. 

We like to see the mind of the student stored with such ideas as this 
address contains. The printers have made the author appear to great dis- 
advantage, by the bungling manner in which their work is done. 


—eoOowew7rnkenae—eaneeeeaen~—erer 


MISCELLANY. 


We are glad to perceive that the English custom of appointing medital men to the 
office of coroner, is beginning to prevail in Massachusetts. It is surprizing that the 
common sense of communities, is not sufficient to demand such a course everywhere. 

Gov. Price in his inaugural address, recommends a geological survey of this State, 
and we are pleased to see that his recommendation is likely to be followed up by effi- 
cient action on the part of the Legislature. 


Dr. A. C. Castie, a dentist of N. Y., recently related, in the Boston Med. and Surg. 
Journal, a case in which he removed a ring from the finger of a young lady, after the 
failure of all ordinary methods, by applying quicksilver to the polished surface of the 
ring, by which means an amalgain was formed, thus rendering the gold friable. 

A bill “for the promotion of medical science,”—legalizing dissections, is before the 
New York Legislature, and will, in all probability become a law, despite the puerile 
opposition of narrow minded politicians. Shame on the men who would oppose so hu- 
mane alaw! How long is New Jersey to be behind-hand in this important reform ? 

A service of plate has been presented to Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New York, by the 
congrégation of the 13th street Presbyterian Church in that City, as a testimonial of 
gratitude for his faithful attentions to their pastor, the Rev. Dr. Burchard, through a 
long and trying attack of illness. We cannot help believing that the res pecunia, or a 
good library of books, would have been much more acceptable to the doctor. With 
our utilitarian views, we regard these plate presentations as among the fashionable 
follies of the day. 

We are very happy to see that the principles embodied in what is known as the 
“ Maine Liquor Law,” are making steady progress throughout the country, and that 
they bid fair in a very few years to become universal. Heaven speed the day, when the 
cause of so much wretchedness and suffering—so much sickness, and so many broken 
constitutions, shall be outlawed! It is no marvel that so many physicians are found 
the firm supporters of this reformatory movement. 

ConGREss, some two or three years since, made an appropriation of $100,000 to the 
discoverer of the application of Anesthetics in surgical operations ; but so far, there 
seems to be as much probability of the discovery of the lost navigator Sir John Frank- 
lin, as of this fortunate individual. The bait is so tempting, that many are found ready to 
nibble at it. We believe the following list comprises all the claimants up to the present 
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time. 1. Dr. C. W. Long, of Athens, Ga., who claims to have made the discovery in 
1842, (South. Med. and Surg. Journal, Dec. 1849)—2, the late Dr. Horace Wells, of 
Hartford, Conn., who, his friends claim, with considerable show of reason, made the 
discovery in “the latter part of the year 1844”—3, Dr. W. T. G. Morton, of Boston—4, Dr. 
Charles T. Jackson, uf the same place—and 5, a Dr. Jas. Esdaile ot Scotland, who po- 
litely informs Congress that he applied mesmerism for this purpose, “ as early as 1845.” 
It strikes us that the claim lies between the two names first mentioned. 


Joun R. Srvrvesant, Esq., of New York, was recently “victimized” in the sum of 
eight to ten thousand dollars, by a quack, calling himself “John K. Seymour, M. D.,” 
the wife of the quack—herself a doctress—acting as a “ stool pigeon” to entrap the vic- 
tim. The plan was, to place him in such a position before the parties, as to extort 
from him a deed for real estate to the value named above, to avoid exposure on the 
charge of seduction. Proceedings were instituted against Seymour—a partial hearing 
of the case had been had—the defendant was in jail awaiting his trial—when the 
proceedings were arrested, by the complainant being summoned to a higher tribunal, 
the messenger being Asiatic Cholera, Wisdom is oftentimes dearly purchased ! 


Tue American Journal of Science and Art, published at New Haven, long known as 
“ Silliman’s Journa!,” has recently added a feature which will make it more accepts 
ble than ever, to medical men. It is hereafter to contain reviews and notices of ana 
tomical and physiological works, together with abstracts from them. 
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Army Medwal Board-—The Army Medical Board, which convened in the City of 
New York on the first day of December last, for the examination of Assistant Surgeons 
for promotion, and of applicants for appointment in the Medical Staff of the Army, ad- 
journed sine die on the 4th inst., after a continuous session of more than two months. 

By this Board the following Assistant Surgeons, named according to rank, were ex- 
amined, and found qualified for promotion : 

Assistant Surgeons.—William J. Sloan, John F, Head, Thomas C. Madison, Israel 
Moses, Joseph K. Barnes, John F. Hammond, Levi H. Holden, Elisha J. Bailey, Chas. 
C. Keeney, Geo. E. Cooper, Robert Murray, Glover Perin. 

The Board also examined and approved the following candidates for appointment 
in the Medical Staff of the Army. 

Robert Southgate, Virginia; Robert L. Brodie, S. C.; Dewitt C. Peters, N. Y.; Al 
bert J. Myer, N. Y.; Nathaniel S. Crowell, S.C. ; Joseph R. Smith, N. Y.; James T. 
Ghiselin, Md. ; Pascal A. Quinan, Md. ; John F. Randolph, Louisiana ; James C. Hern- 
don, Va.; George Taylor, Md.; John G. Gaenslen, Va.; George Hammond, Md. ; 
William J. L'Engle, Florida ; Bernard J. D. Irwin, N. Y. 





A Naval Medical Boatd will assemble in Philadelphia, on the 6th of March, for the 
examination of Assistant Surgeons for promotion, and candidates for admission into 
the medical corps of the Navy. The Board consists of Surgeons Tuomas Ditiazp, 
Josern Green, W.S. W. Ruscuensurcer, and A. A. Henperson. 


PAPILLA ALAM 
S@ This number has been delayed a few days by the Transactions of the Medical 
Society of New Jersey. 





op 
~ 


ern @o ae FT 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF THE 


NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
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MINUTES OF THE 88ta ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tue Eighty-eighth Annual Meeting was held in Temperance Hall, 
Trenton, January 24th, 1854, at 7 o’clock, P. M. 

In the absence of the President, Dr. Dayton, first Vice President, 
called the Society to order. 

A communication from the President, Dr. Lilly, was received, apolo- 
citing for his absence, on account of special engagements at Washington 
City. 

On motion it was resolved, to have the Address of Doctor Taylor, of 
the preceeding year, read. 

By request, Dr. Butler read the same. 

The credentials of Delegates were read and accepted. 

On motion, the Report of the Standing Committee was read by Dr. 8. 
L. Condict—and laid upon the table. 

Society adjourned to 9 o’clock, to morrow morning. 


ROLL OF SOCIETY. 

President, - 8. Lauty. 

First Vice President, A. B. Dayton. 
Second Vice President, ©. C. BLAUvELr. 


3.8. ENGLIsH. 
Standing Committee.—J. M. Cornneison, 8. L. Convict, C. Coo. 
DELEGATES. 


Essex.—A. N. Dougherty, J. H. Clark, I. A. Nichols, and J. F. Ward. 
Passaic.—J. R. Riggs. 
Morris.—J. Grimes, —Stiger, and L. Condict. 


Warren.—P. F. Hulshizer, and J. D. Dewitt. 
16 
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Sussex.—F. Smith, J. L. Allen, A. D. Morford, and T. Roe. 

Somerset.—J. W. Craig, P. D. McKissack, H. F. Vanderveer, and 
8S. K. Martin. 

Hunterdon.— ™. E. Hunt, J. Blane, C. Bartolette, and W. 8. Combs. 

Mercer.—J. B. Coleman, J. Woolverton, G. R. Robbins, and J. Quick. 

Burlington.—I. P. Coleman, W. Bryan, A. Elwell, and I. D. Young, 

Monmouth.—R. R. Conover, A. B. Dayton, W. L. Debow, and J. 8. 
English. 

Camden.—A. D. Woodruff, B. Hendry, I. 8. Mulford, and T. F. 
Cullen. . 

Gloucester —B. P. Howell, F. R. Graham, J. R. Sickler, and J. F. 
Garrison. 

Cumberland.—W. FAmer, G. Tomlinson, E. Bateman, and N. R. 
Newkirk. 

FELLOWS PRESENT. 

Doctors L. Condict, F. 8. Schenck, J. H. Phillips, J. W. Craig, B. 
H. Stratton, Z. Read, L. A. Smith, and 8. H. Pennington. 

The following Committes were appointed. 

On Treasurer's Accounts, —Z. Read, J. Blane, and J. F. Ward. 

On Unfinished Business,—J. B. Coleman, I. 8. Mulford, and J. BR. 
Sickler. . 

Nominating Committee—J. H. Phillips, Nichols, Riggs, L. Condiet, 
Hulshizer, F. Smith, McKissack, Blane, Bryan, Debow, Hendry, Garri- 
son, and Elmer. 

An application from medical gentlemen of the County of Bergen, re- 
questing authority to form a District Medical Society, for that County, 
was presented, and the request granted. 

The Treasurer submitted a report, which was accepted and referred to 
the Committee on Treasurer’s accounts. 

The Committee on Unfinished Business, reported the alteration of By- 
Laws, submitted at the preceeding meeting in relation to the order of 
business, which was postported for the present. 

Also the amendment of By-Laws proposed by Doctor Ryerson, which 
amendment was discussed, amended, and adopted to read as follows— 
viz: That Chapter 7, Section 9, of By-Laws, be amended by adding the 
following proviso—viz: “ Provided that a certificate of the employment 
of one year in the stady of such branches of gerieral science and learn- 
img, as may have been designated by this Society, according to section 5 
of the Supplement to the Act incorporating the Medical Society of New 
Jersey, passed January 28, 1830, and a Diploma from any regularly 
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chartered Medical College, whose course of study corresponds with that 
of the Colleges now recognized by this Society, be deemed a sufficient 
certificate of study to be presented to the Censors.” 

The Nominating Committee submitted their Report, which was laid on 
the table. 

Fitz Randolph’s bill for advertising, was ordered to be paid, viz : $14.00. 

The bill of $9.00 for use of the Hall, was referred to the Committee 
of Arrangements. 

Doctor L. Condict, on behalf of a Committee of the Morris District 
Society, submitted a report and resolutions, relative to Empiricism in this 
State, which was read and ordered to lie upon the table. 

A communication from Doctor W. Pierson, relating a case of triplet 
birth, was accepted. 

Doctor L. A. Smith submitted resolutions in relation to the State Lu- 
natic Asylum, for which substitutes were offered by Dr. Phillips, which 
were accepted and adopted as follows—viz : 

Resolved, That as a profession we feel deeply interested in the treatment 
of the insane, and earnestly desire that the State should furnish such ac- 
commodations, as will fully meet the wants of that unfortunate class of 
the citizens of the State. 

Resolved, That we believe the Asylum ought to be so enlarged as to 
accomplish this purpose; and that the profession should be properly 
represented in the board of managers. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare a 
memorial, and submit the same to the Legislature at its present session, 
in relation to the foregoing resolutions. The following were appointed 
said Committee—Doctors Smith, Parrish and Phillips. 

On recommendation of the Fellows present, Mr. Charles L. Pearson, 
of Trenton, was elected an honorary member of this Society. 

The following application was received from the District Society for 
the County of Mercer, signed by the President of said Society. 

TO THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


“The District Medical Society for the County of Mercer, makes application to the 
‘Medical Society of New Jersey, to revoke the License granted to James McClin- 
“tock, of the City of Trenton, he having dishonored himself, by conduct unbecoming 
“a member of an honorable profession, as an agent in the publishing and vending of 
“what are usually denominated secret medicines.” 

By order of the Society, 
Trenton, Jan. 17, 1854. JOHN WOOLVERTON, President. 


On motion, Resolved, That the notice given by the District Medical 
Society of Mercer to Dr. McClintock, was a legal notice of trial. 
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The Committee on Treasurer's Account submitted a report, which was 
accepted.—The Committee find a balance in his hands of $258.87—and 
recommend to the Society, not to distribute any monies to the District 
Societies the present year; which recommendation was adopted. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Society will issue the complaint of 
Mercer District against James McClintock at 2 o'clock, P. M., and that 
notice be given to him to that effect. 

On recommendation of the Fellows present, Doctor H. A. Buttolph, of 
the New Jersey Lunatic Asylum, was elected an honorary member of the 
Society. 

The Society proceeded to the election of officers; Doctors J. H. Phillips 
and J. H. Clark were appointed tellers. 

The following were elected :— 


President, - A. B. Darron. 
First Vice President, C. C. BLauvetr. 
Second Vice President, A. LINN 

Third Vice President, J.B. Commwan. 
Corresponding Secretary, 8. W. eee 
tecording Secretary, W. Pree 


Treasurer, J. 8. rer we 


Standing Committee.—I. 8. Mutrorp, Chairman, B. Henpry sad 
R. M. Cooper. 


CENSORS. 


Passaic.—F. 8. Weller, W. Rogers, L. Burr, and R. Whitely. 

Essex.—W . Pierson, J. 8. Crane, J. Q. Stearns, and J. H. Clark. 

Morris.—J. B. Munn, I. W. Canfield, N. W. Condict, and R. W. Ste- 
venson. 

Warren.—S. 8. Clarke, H. Hughes, P. F. Hulshizer, R. Byington. 

Sussex.—F. Moran, A. D. Morford, J. L. Allen, and ©. V. Moore. 

Somerset.—J, W. Craig, F. 8. Schenck, H. H. Vanderveer, and P. D. 
McKissack. 

Hudson.—J. M. Cornelison, C. Cook, J. Thompson, and T. R. Varick. 

Hunterdon.—W . Johnson, C. Bartolette, W. Creveling, and J. Blane. 

Mercer —J, B. Coleman, J. A. Johnston, J. Woolverton, and G. R. 
Robbins. 

Burlington.—B. H. Stratton, D. B. Trimble, H. H. Longstreet, and 
I. D. Young. 

Monmouth —A. B. Dayton, R. W. Cook, J. 8. English, and W. L. 
Debow. 
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Gloucester—B. P. Howell, J. Fithian, J. F. Garrison, and J. R. 
Sickler. 

Camden.—I. 8. Mulford, A. D. Woodruff, O. H. Taylor, and C. D. 
Hendry. 

OCumberland.—W. Elmer, G. Tomlinson, E. E. Bateman, and J. W. 
Ladlam. 

Doctor Dougherty was appointed Kssayist. 

Society adjourned to 2 o’clock, P. M. 


When again convened, it was on motion 

Resolved, That action on the amendment of By-Laws reported by the 
Committee on unfinished business, in relation to the time of holding An- 
nual Meetings, be postponed to the next meeting. 

Resolved, That hereafter the Committee of arrangements be instructed 
to provide dinner for the members, at the expense of the Society. 

Satisfactory information having been received that Doctor McClintock, 
owing to absence from town, had not received the notice required to be 
served upon him ; Resolved, That his trial be deferred to the next Annual 
Meeting—that the complaint be referred to the Standing Committee, and 
that the Recording Secretary give notice to Doctor McClintock. 

The irregularity in granting a Diploma noticed in the report of the 
Standing Committee, was on motion, referred to the Standing Committee, 
with the documents in relation to the same, to report at next meeting. 

The Report and Resolutions from the Morris District Society, by Dr. 
L. Condict, were also referred to the Standing Committee. 

The Preamble and Resolutions adopted by the District Society of Bur- 
lington, relating to the presentation of bills for professional services, 
were read, and, on motion of Dr. I. P. Coleman it was Resolved, That the 
Medical Society of New Jersey recommend to the several District Medi- 
cal Societies, that their members adopt the plan of presenting their ac- 
counts for medical services rendered, at the close of each case of sickness, 
or on the first of the following month. 

Doctor L. Condict, one of the delegates to the American Medical As- 
sociation, made a verbal report. 

The following gentlemen were appointed delegates to the next meet- 
ing of the Association, viz: 

Doctors L. A. Smith, J. B. Coleman, and F. 8. Schenck, with power 
to supply vacancies. 

Resolved, That the next Annual Meeting be held at 7 o’clock, P. M. 

Doctor Butler, of the Sanitary Committee, made a report. 
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On motion, Resolved, That the report be aceepted and published un- 
der direction of the Committee. (See Report marked D). 

Doctor Parrish, Chairman of the First Scientific Committee, reported 
verbally, which report, with accompanying specimens, was accepted, and 
the Committee continued. Doctor Parrish resigned, and Doctor J. B. 
Coleman was appointed in his place Chairman of the Committee—all the 
other Scientific Committees were continued. 

The President, Doctor Lilly, reported that he had granted Diplomas to 
nineteen candidates, on the presentation of College Diplomas, and five 
on Censors’ Certificates. 

Society adjourned. 

WILLIAM PIERSON. Rec. Sec. 





REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE. 


PPI PAI POO 


The Standing Committee of the New Jersey Medical Society for the 
year now closing, is composed of members residing in one locality, 
and meeting daily, in the professional as well as common walks of 
life. This novel feature in its formation originated in the recommenda- 
tion of our immediate predecessors, in the belief, that if the Committee 
could conveniently meet often, the facilities for a full report would be 
greatly increased. It is a source of deep regret to the Committee, that 
this experiment should result so unsatisfactorily in its very commence- 
ment, and although we live in the “ progressive age” when the word im- 
possible is fast becoming obsolete, the experience of the Committee 
proves that the “making of bricks without straw” is an accomplishment 
quite as difficult of attainment in this nineteenth century as it was some 
8000 years ago. 

The efficiency of the Standing Committee, and, consequently, one of 
the most important objects of the Medical Association is almost entirely 
destroyed, by the general remissness of the Reporters of the several Dis- 
trict Societies :—but four reports have been received from the entire 
State—and only one of these came to hand within the required time, thus 
leaving the duty of your Committee to be performed at the last moment, 
and from data reaching only a few localities. But it is not the desire or 
intention of the Committee to find fault with any of those who have 
come to their aid ; on the contrary, they deem the Reporters from Glou- 
cester, Sussex, Burlington and Hudson, as richly entitled to great merit 
for the minuteness of their several reports, as well as for the devotion 
which they manifest to the interests of the profession and the promotion 
of medical science—the allusion to tardiness is intended merely as a 
“ verbum sat, dc.” 

From the reports received, and such information as the Committee has 
been able to obtain from other sources, it appears that during the year, 
our State has been generally favored with immunity from severe diseases. 
The temperature during the winter and carly spring months was not so 
low as usual, neither was it marked with so many sudden vicissitudes as 
we often experience ; hence, the amount and severity of disease peculiar 
to those months was greatly diminished. 
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The past summer has been one of unusual moisture, frequent and 
heavy rains, with weeks of cloudy weather, and this often succeeded by 
southerly winds and hot sun. As the natural consequence, miasmatic 
disease in its var‘eus phases has been very prevalent, assuming the Inter- 
mittent type, and generally yielding readily to the ordinary treatment. 
Later in the season, Remittent and Typhoid forms of fever became quite 
prevalent in certain sections, and in Burlington County, (see Report 
marked C.), ‘The cases assumed a more inflammatory character, with de- 
termination to the brain, followed by symptoms of continued and typhoid 
forms.” In these cases, says Dr. Gauntt, blood-letting in the first stages 
afforded the most relief—and but few deaths ensued from this form of 
fever. 

In Gloucester County, says Dr. Garrison, (see Report marked A.) our 
fevers have assumed more of a Remittent type than is common, and with 
very little tendency to the continued form ; they readily became Intermit- 
tent, especially when aided by venesection and free mercurial purgatives. 

Dysentery appears to have prevailed to more than its ordinary extent, 
through the State generally—but not in a severe form—and in most in- 
stances assuming the “Intermittent livery.” In Burlington County, 
many districts have been entirely exempt from it, while in other locali- 
ties it has appeared as endemic—but in a mild form. In the southern 
part of Medford Township (see Report marked C, 2) epidemic dysentery 
appeared early in July, and continued until the first of October. The 
number of cases was unusually large, but the fatality was very light. This 
was followed by “an abundance of Intermittent fever.” 

Dr. Coleman of Burlington County, (see Report marked C, 8) says 
“towards the close of the long continued hot weather of last summer, Dys- 
entery succeeded sporadic cases of cholera-morbus and diarrhea, in a 
form rendering it unequivocally epidemic, but proving fatal only to in- 
fants and young children.” 

Searlatina, has, it is believed, generally been of a mild type ; cases are 
reported from Gloucester, Sussex, Burlington and Hudson of this nature; 
but there have been many cases in other places, within the knowledge of 
your Committee, where it has appeared in its severest anginose form, and 
in all its terrors. Dr. Coleman mentions its epidemic appearance in 
Pemberton Township in April, in a mild form—and im the few cases of 
a higher grade which occurred, speaks highly of the “sedative effects 
of a low temperature.” 

Rheumatism has been a very prevalent disease. Dr. Ryerson, of Sus- 
sex, (see Report marked B.) says it has manifested “a marked tendency 
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to metastasis, to important organs.” In Burlington district it has existed 
with highly inflammatory symptoms, and in Hudson the same remark 
applies. Active antiphlogistic treatment has, however, rarely failed of 
success. Dr. Gauntt has been using “Veratrum Viride” as an arterial 
sedative in pneumonia and other inflammatory diseases, and pronounces 
it a “valuable therapeutic agent’’ for controlling the circulation, and pro- 
ducing diaphoresis by its nauseating properties. He used it in the form 
of a tincture as directed by Dr. Norwood, and gave 7 to 10 drops 
gradually increasing, until nausea was produced. In a recent case of In- 
flammatory Rheumatism, after free depletion, the “ veratrum sabadilla” 
was used by one of your Committee with the happiest effects, and with 
the same object in view as detailed by Dr. G.; in this case the salt was 
used in doses of one-tenth of a grain every six hours gradually increased. 
The effeet of Dr. Norwood’s tincture in reducing the pulse is well estab- 
lished by its trial in the New York Emigrant Hospital, and it is hoped that 
during the coming year, the profession generally will give it, as well as 
the veratria a fair trial, and that our successors will be enabled to give a 
full report thereof at the next meeting of our Society. 

Pulmonary diseases have, so far as we are informed, existed in about 
their usual proportion, during the year, nothing especially interesting 
presenting itself in this field, except in the reports from Gloucester and 
Hudson. During the winter and spring, these diseases were very gene- 
rally complicated with a troublesome and painful ulceration of the mouth 
and fauces—appearing about the fourth or fifth day of the sickness, in 
isolated points of yellowish ulceration on the edges and tip of the tongue, 
on the gums, lips or tonsils, and more commonly on the fauces. Some- 
times the gums were swollen and congested, simulating very closely in- 
deed, the phenomena of mercurial ptyalism. 

Whenever this affection was idiopathic, its treatment was simple and 
effectual, but when complicated with pulmonic disease, it generally re- 
sisted all treatment, and yielded only with the other disease. The above 
statement corresponds with the experience of your Committee in Jersey 
City and its vicinity. 

Croup, in its most severe inflammatory form, has prevailed to a cons’ - 
derable extent in our immediate neighborhood, and in a number of in- 
stances has proved fatal, particularly, where the disease had made any 
progress, and the treatment was mild and simple. Jn the experience of your 
Committee the disease has yielded after free venesection, emetics of 
antim. et pot. tart., byd. chlor. mit. and stimulating expectorants, 
but te proportion of fatal cases from this disease has created considera- 
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ble alarm among our citizens, and the profession themselves have been 
anything but satisfied with any and all of the remedies which have been 
resorted to. 

The tendency to cutaneous disease, in the form of purulent tumors, 
that has attracted the attention of the Standing Committee for two years 
past, still continues, and we believe to a greater extent than heretofore. 
Every part of our State of which the Committee have any knowledge, is 
affected with it, and it seems to prevail very generally throughout our 
country, as well as Great Britain, and on the Continent. The Re 
porter from Burlington County says, “every bruise, blow or scratch, 
however slight, is followed by a gathering, boil, carbuncle, whitlow, or 
some other disagreeable eruption, and the only remedy affording prompt 
and decided relief, was free incisions followed by warm fomentations.” 
The same report alludes to the existence of Erysipelas of the head and 
fae, as more frequent than usual. Several cases of this disease have 
fallen under the observation of this Committee, but there was nothing 
peculiar in their character or treatment. 

Variola is evidently on the increase, both in the city and in the coun- 
try—doubtless owing to the crowds of immigrants from the European 
shores—but this is not the only cause; vaccination has for years past 
been toc much neglected by our entire population, and from the frequent 
occurrence of varioloid disease, there is reason to fear that our profession 
has not been as faithful in attending to their vaccinated patients as they 
should be. Dr. Ryerson, of Sussex, suggests that it should be enforced 
by penal enactments, and that it be the duty of the Assessor to enquire 
into the facts in each family, and enter the same in his returns. 

The Standing Committee would respectfully recommend this matter to 
the attention of the Society at its present meeting. 

Two cases of placenta previa, are given in the report from Glouees- 
ter, in both of which the placenta was expelled spontaneously, some mi- 
nutes in advance of the fetus, without the occurrence of any hemorrhage, 
and with safety to the children in both cases. 

One of these cases was that of twins, where “ the extruded mass con- 
sisted of the double placenta, from which originated the cords of both 
the unborn children.” 

The same report gives an interesting account in detail, of a serious 
gun-shot wound through the knee-joint—it was made by a large board- 
ing pistol loaded with slugs, the muzzle being withia a few inches of the 
knee. The load perforated the inner condyle, passed through the joint, 
exposing the cavity, and carrying away a portion of the inner edge of the 
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patella. The patient being a young man of perfectly temperate habits 
and of general good health, amputation was wisely deferred, for the pur- 
pose of trying to preserve the limb. In addition to the other treatment 
usual in such cases, resort was had to the constant application of iced 
water and pounded ice, and with the happiest effects, as, in about 
three months, the patient was able to leave his bed, with a limb anchylo- 
sed indeed, but yet straight and promising to be useful. 

The attention of the Standing Committee has been called to a case of 
alleged irregularity in granting a Diploma to practice physic and surge- 
ry in this State. The facts in the ease are not sufficiently before the 
Committee to enable them to judge fully of its merits, neither are the 
Rules and Regulations of the Society sufficiently explicit to meet all the 
points involved. The facts will therefore be stated without mentioning 
the names. A. B. received a certificate from a Board of Censors of his 
examination, but, from some cause unexplained to us, this certificate was 
not presented to the President of the State Society, until about twenty 
years had elapsed, and when so presented, there was no endorsement of 
the payment of $15, as required by our existing rules. The President 
being well acquainted with the applicant, and knowing him to have been 
a highly respectable practitioner, in good standing during this period, 
and being assured too that the sum of $15 was paid at the time of re- 
ceiving the certificate, granted him the usual Diploma, with an interline- 
ation that the license take effect from the date of the certificate. 

Irregularity is charged—lIst. On the unusual interval between the 
dates of the certificate and the diploma. 2d. On the interlineation as 
covering over a palpable violation of our laws, during the time he was 
practising physic and surgery “ without a diploma from the Medical So- 
ciety of New Jersey.” 3d. That the certificate was not endorsed as re- 
quired by the latter clause of sec. vii. chap. vii. By-laws. 

In reference to the 1st charge, it may be said that our laws assign no 
limit to the validity of the certificate, after passing into the hands of the 
candidate on the contrary, sec. xi of the act of incorporation reads, 3rd 
line from top of page 11, “Which certificate, when presented to the 
President, &c.”-—— implying at least, indefinite extension. In reply to 
the 2nd, it is stated that the applicant was not only personally well known 
to the President, but that he had been on two different occasions recog- 
nized as a regular practitioner, by the State and District Societies ; his 
name appearing in the commissions issued for organizing District Socie- 
ties—and tothe 3rd charge, it is replied, that the President was satisfied 
of the fact that the fee had been paid, and that he could not learn that 
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any endorsement was required by the By-laws in force at the time when 
this certificate was granted. 

In the opinion of your Committee, the 2nd charge is the principal 
ground of complaint. By sec. xii, Act of Incorporation, “no pesson 
shall commence the practice &. until he shall have passed an examina- 
tion and received a diploma from the Medical Socicty of New Jersey.” 
A certifieate of examination is certainly not a diploma from the Med- 
ical Society of N. J. Neither should the casual recognition by a District 
or State Society, in making such appointments, be construed into a virtual 
endorsement of perfect regularity; it was a valuable testimonial to his 
character and standing as a man, and as a judicious practitioner, and also 
of the belief that he was fully licensed—but a doubt on this subject 
probably never was entertained by any member of the Society, at the 
time of such appoinment. 

The Committee are unanimous and decided in their belief, that no 
wrong whatever was intended by either the President or the applicant— 
and inasmuch as they have never had any interview with any of the par- 
ties, and of course are not in possession of all the facts and reasons for 
such action, and inasmuch as some doubtful points are involved, they re- 
spectfully refer the whole matter to the Society for its final disposition. 

It will be perceived by the Society, that the experience of the present 
year, in our reporting system, agrees with that of the past, and that each 
successive standing Committee makes the same complaint. 

Is not some change in the system demanded? Your Committee un- 
hesitatingly believe there is, and therefore endorse the suggestion of their 
immediate predecessors—that each Reporter be an ex-officio member of 
the New Jersey State Medical Society, &c., as will be seen on reference 
to the report of 1853. 

The reports in the hands of the Committee contain many facts of inte- 
rest, and some valuable suggestions which do not appear in this report, 
owing solely to the shortness of time allowed for its preparation. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. M. Connerison, 
Caries Coox, 
8. L. Conner, 
Standing Committee. 
Jeasey City, Janaary 22, 1854. 
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Report rrom GiLovucester Cotnry. 


To the Standing Committee of the Medical Society of New Jersey. 


THE diseases of this district preserve from year to year a very consid- 
erable uniformity, both in kind and general character. Having among 
us no large towns, whether seaport or manufacturing, we are not subject 
to matty of the maladies which, either from a foreign source or domesti¢ 
origin, are so constantly rife in such communities ; and our whole section 
of country being cleared and under cultivation, and the greater part of it 
well drained, we are also, excepting along the creeks und rivers, free 
from atty special causes of disease other than those arising from the vati- 
ations of the seasons or unknown atmospheric agencies. So that unless 
affected by some prevailing epidemic influence, the disorders of one year 
are distinguished from those of any other only by differences of type and 
shades of peculiarity, which, although they are very important elements 
in both the prognosis and therapeutics of the practitioner, are of such 4 
nature that they can be better apprehended at the bed-side than convey- 
édin areport. We have, during the past year, had no disease prevailing 
among us in the form, or with the generality, which would entitle it to 
be called an epidemic ; even those affections which ordinarily assume that 
character, seem rather to have been confined to certain localities than dif- 
fused at large throughout the county. This was the case with an out/ 
break of scarlatina, which occurred at Mullica Hill, in the early part of 
the spring, it attacked a considerable number of families in that neigh- 
borhood and caused several deaths, although in general it took on the 
milder forms, and was amenable to proper treatment ; a few cases, and but 
4 few, were met with, scattered here and there in other sections of the 
district. Its contagious principle did not appear to be possessed of that ac- 
tivity and strength, which frequently belong to it, and which in many in- 
stances spread the disease with a terrible rapidity over whole communi- 
ties. 

Pulmonary complaints, in their varions forms of pleurisy, bronchitis, 
and pneumonia, were presented to us if about their usual proportion 
during the winter and spring; they were not characterized by any pecu- 
liar severity, and would have required nothing more than a merely inci- 
dental notice, had it not been for the frequent concurrence with them, 
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especially among children, of a species of ulceration about the mouth and 
fauces, which often formed a very troublesome and painful complication; 
it generally was complained of first about the fourth or fifth day of the 
sickness, at which time a few isolated points of yellowish ulceration 
might be seen upon the tongue, along its edges mostly, or about the tip, 
on the gums, lips or tonsils, or more commonly in the fauces; or the 
gums looked swollen and congested, simulating very strongly, both in 
their appearance and in the fetor which they emitted, the phenomena of 
mercurial ptyalism, so much so indeed, that when first seen in the earlier 
portion of the season, this was suspected to have been the cause of the 
affection, and the medicine in consequence more than once omitted, but 
many cases were subsequently noted where it came on, when no medi- 
cine of any kind had been administered, and others where it got well du- 
ring the regular action of mercurial remedies; and others again, though 
not so numerous as those where it was in connection with affections of 
the lungs, in which it occurred as a purely idiopathic ailment In one of 
this latter class which came under our observation, we found that a large 
ulcer had penetrated entirely through the substance of the soft palate, 
forming an elliptical shaped aperture, which, though not without difi- 
culty, was at length healed up by the persevering application of lunar 
caustic to the edges. But in whatever manner the disease may have com- 
menced, the ulcerations soon extended over the whole interior of the 
buceal cavity, especially about the tonsils and the posterior pharyngeal 
region, adding very materially to the patient’s sufferings, and making 
every attempt at deglutition so exceedingly distressing as in many instan- 
ces to interfere with, or even prevent the proper administration of medi- 
cine or food. They occasionally passed downward into the larynx and 
gave rise to a species of croupy inflammation there, which complicated 
very seriously the original pulmonic disease. It was not noticed that they 
added really to the danger of the case, or aggravated the original affec- 
tion of the lung, but they interposed such serious obstacles in certain 
persons, to the regular use of remedies, or proper diet, as may in that 
manner have tended to induce a fatal termination where it might other- 
wise have been avoided. 

The treatment which was generally employed, consisted in the free 
use of astringent and detergent gargles for the milder forms, and strong 
washes of nitrate of silver, or, preferably, sulphate of copper in solution, 
pencilled on the sores, three or four times in the day for the more severe 
cases. When occurring idiopathically, it was by these means very readily 
arrested, but when intercurrent with the diseases of the hungs, it would 
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often persist, despite all efforts at relief, until the pulmonary complaint 
began to yield, when it would rapidly subside. I now call to mind no 
case where it outlasted the original disorder. No alteration was found 
necessary in the general treatment of the affections of the lung, from that 
which is ordinarily called for by those diseases—bleeding, mercurials, 
antimony, purgatives and blisters were used singly, or in succession or 
combination, according to the character of the case and the constitution 
of the patient, and with quite the ordinary measures of success. 

Our summer diseases, diarrhea and dysentery, although not very ma- 
terially lessened as to number, when compared with our last reports, 
were considerably lightened in severity. The mortality was slight, and 
the patients rapidly convalesced from the attack. The habitudes of dys- 
entery are very peculiar in its disposition to affect certain limited locali- 
ties, differing however, in different years. It has occurred to us several 
times to meet with it prevailing very generally and often fatally over an 
area of a few miles in diameter or circumference, attacking almost every 
family within that range, while but few would be disordered by it in any 
other portion of the county. In the succeeding years however, those 
parts which had at first been exempted, might one after another be sub- 
jected to it in a similar manner, although some locations seem to enjoy a 
more general immunity, and others to be more liable to the disease. It has 
not prevailed to any great extent, that we are aware of, over our county 
during the past year, beyond what is ordinarily met with as the result of 
the combined action of warm weather and imprudencies of diet. Since 
the middle of summer, those dwelling along our water courses have been 
very generally troubled with intermittent and remittent fevers, much 
more so than in some previous years. There are great differences in this 
respect from year to year, as is evidenced by a comparison of the reports 
of former seasons; upon what these differences depend is by no means 
well established. Whatever it may be, it must be very extensive in its 
operations, as it manifests an influence over a distance of many miles, 
upon the river shore, and also inland along every stream which flows 
into the river, causing a simultaneous prevalence or decline of the disease 
in every part of these extended sections. It is however, mostly limited 
in its action to the neighborhood of the water courses, and seldom pre- 
vails to any notable extent excepting in their immediate vicinity. The 
fevers of the present year have assumed more of a remittent type than is 
generally customary to them, but there was very little of the disposition 
to run into the continued form which is sometimes so strongly marked, 
and which when present in a decided manner causes many cases to pass 
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into that tedious and dangerous state, notwithstanding all our best direct. 
ed efforts te prevent it. During the present season, on the contrary, al- 
though they commenced in the remittent form, they were more disposed 
after a few days, especially where assisted by vss., or free mercurial pur. 
gation, to become intermittent, when they were easily controlled by the 
usual remedies. Venesection was very frequently demanded to modify the 
foree of certain local determinations, or to induce an intermission in the fe 
ver, and it generally produced the very best results. In several cases, the 
period of the commencement of the paroxysm was marked, not by a chill, 
but by the occurrence of severe and long continued vomiting, whieh, un- 
less checked, did not cease until the paroxysm had passed through all its 
stages ; it was controllable in the majority of cases by the use of a pill of 
igr. or iigr. of opium, and the employment of the effervescing mixture 
as a drink. 

Dr. Fithian, of Woodbury, reports two fatal cases of yellow fever in 
the neighborhood of Red Bank Ferry, both of which had been probably 
eontracted in the infected district of Philadelphia. This was included 
between Lombard and Almond, and between Second street and the river, 
and was probably induced there by the cargo of the bark Mandarin, 

which was discharged at South street wharf, in the immediate vicinity of 
which was the greatest mortality and the largest number of cases. Dr. 
Howell (from whose essay before our semi-annual meeting the above 
facts are derived) has ascertained that there were in the city somewhere 
about 160 cases of this fever, of which number some 30 are reported a9 
having recovered. Among the lodgers at the Hotels upon the wharves, 
there were many deaths, but only one is reported from the merchants 
who did business along the wharves; probably, thinks Dr. H., because 
they left the region before night, at which time he considers the miasm 
to have the greatest power. The streets which furnished the most of the 
cases were those next above the river front, two or three small courts 
and alleys extending lengthwise with the river, but narrow and confined, 
of these, the nearer the river were those most diseased, and of those more 
remote, the lodgers in chambers facing the river seem to have been more 
liable to the seizure: the treatment was various and unsettled, and as 
may be gathered from the statisties, far from satisfatory in its results. 

Dr. Sickler reports two cases of placenta previa which possess consid- 
erable interest as bearing upon the question so much mooted of late, as 
to the propriety of delivering the placenta in such cases, instead of turn- 
ing the child. In both the instances referred to, the placenta was spon- 
taneously expelled some minutes in advance of the expulsion of the fetus, 
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without the occurrence of any hemorrhage after the detachment of the 
placenta, and with safety to the children upon both occasions, although 
one of them was a case of twins, in which instance the extruded mass 
consisted of the double placenta, from which originated the cords of both 
the unborn children. These cases show the feasibility of the operation 
of delivering the placenta first, under certain favorable circumstances ; 
but the advisability of the plan, and the determination of the conditions 
in which it should be practiced, must be decided by an induction from a 
larger number of cases than have yet been submitted to the professional 
public. 

A case of gunshot wound penetrating through the knee joint, 
came under our notice in the early part of summer, of which we give 
the outlines, as a contribution to that very important part of surgery, re- 
lating to injuries of great joints. The patient was a young man of per- 
fectly temperate habits, and general good health, although at the time of 
the accident he had just recovered from an attack of yellow fever, con- 
tracted in a southern port to which he had been trading, in his capacity 
as mate of a coasting vessel—the injury was caused by the discharge of 
4 large boarding pistol filled with slugs, from the tube of which he was 
endeavoring to pull the cap; the load entered the femur of the left leg 
(which was in a bent position, and within a few inches of the muzzle of 
the pistol,) near its lower extremity, and perforating the internal condyle, 
passed through the joint, opening the articular cavity, and carrying away. 
ut its exit, a portion of the outer edge of the patella just above the inser- 
tion of the ligaments. In view of the great mortality attendant upon 
such wounds under almost any circumstances, an amputation was propo- 
sed in @ consultation which was held soon after the case came under our 
notice ; but as this was not until forty-eight hours after the injury, and 
% these had passed without any unfavorable symptoms either of excite- 
ment or depression, and in consideration of the temperate character and 
constitutional advantages of the patient, it was decided to defer it for a 
time, and to institute measures for endeavoring to preserve the limb. 
In addition to the antiphlogistic treatment required to quiet the arte- 
rial excitement, which was however, very slight, opiates and mor- 
phia were directed at such intervals, and in such quantities as were 
needed to soothe the nervous irritation. The local treatment consisted 
in the constant application over the whole joint, of cloths dipped in iced 
water, or pounded ice in substance, as recommended by MM. Guthrie 
aud Baudens, the latter of whom speaks of it as having been used with 
Neal geneo in the French army of Algeria, and during the revolution in _ 
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Paris in 1848. The effect of it in the present instance was to quiet all se. 
verity of pain, and prevent any violent manifestation of articular inflamma. 
tion throughout the whole duration of the treatment. The result of which 
was, that in about three months the patient was able to leave the bed 
with a limb, a..shylosed indeed, but still straight and promising to be 
useful. The application of the ice was discontinued when suppuration 
was thoroughly established, and all spmptoms of local inflammation had 
subsided. Very respectfully yours. 
J. F. GARRISON, 


Reporter of the Gloucester District, 
Swepesporo’ Gloucester Co. 
Dr. J. M. Connetason, Ch’m. dc. 


~~ eee er 


[B.] 
Report rrom Sussex County. 
To the Standing Committee of the Medical Society of New Jersey. 


A sufficiently comprehensive report of the diseases of so large a dis- 
trict as Sussex county cannot easily be given, owing to the difficulty of 
obtaining accurate details of its medical history. Such a report requires 
a regularly systematized method of obtaining facts. 

I shall therefore confine myself to a few desultory statements as to the 
prevailing diseases of the past year, and a few hints on other matters of 
interest coming within your province. 

The prevailing diseases of a series of years in this county are quite 
uniform, and the different years differ principally by reason of their dif- 
ferent grades of severity. There are some epidemics which have never 
reached us. The facts in geology and in climatology, thereby indicated, 
may perhaps not always elude a diligent search. 

Our prevalent diseases are inflammatory affections of the lungs, in- 
flammatory rheumatism, measles, scarlatina, erysipelas, typhoid fever, 
and the miasmata, including dysentery. Asan exception to the general 
rule above laid down, we have had for two years an endemic visitation 
of eczema impetigenoides. Here again, the etiology is very desirable. 
But the causes of endemics are perhaps too recondite for human percep- 
tion or reason, 

Diseases of the respiratory organs have prevailed, both epidemically 
and sporadically, but there has been very little pleuritis. In the north- 
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western part of the county occurred an epidemic of marked asthenic 
type, which attacked, principally, the extremes of life, and among the 
aged, was especially fatal. In these asthenic cases, I believe it is almost 
universal, that the mucous tissue everywhere is involved, and in these 
cases, mercurials often have to be resorted to very early. 

But this treatment is not so necessary in the ordinary simple cases. 
And yet here, perhaps everywhere, it is adopted very often almost at the 
commencement. Antimonials do net produce their sedative effects when 
they excite intestinal irritation, and this they almost universally do, when 
given without opium. with this they are manageable even in large doses, 
in which their sedative effect is most marked. But because opium ar- 
rests the secretions, and in certain stages of diseases of the lungs, tends 
to produce coma, there is an unwillingness to prescribe it. The course 
often pursued, is to prescribe antimony singly, until it has even increas- 
ed the original disease by creating a new focus of constitutional irritation, 
and then to resort to calomel. A few drops of laudanum at the com- 
mencement, joined with the antimony, and continued pro re nata, would 
save this necessity. But the case is even worse than this, for the irrita- 
tion first excited by the uncombined antimony, is very apt to continue 
under the calomel, and render opium necessary, and that too at a stage 
of the disease when there is a real risk of coma. 

Rheumatism has been unusually prevalent, with a very marked tendency 
to metastasis to important organs. The results of practice here, confirm 
the recent opinion, that blood-letting is especially adapted to this disease. 
The metastasis to the heart does not however, require such heroic vene- 
section as is supposed and believed. I speak from experience of both 
modes. It is a question why this disease is so much more prevalent in 
the spring. It is said, I know not how truly,—that it is quite common 
among Indians. It is, with sailors and soldiers. Two years ago, after 
an epidemic of remittent fever in a certain part of the county, the con- 
valescent patients were frequently attacked (after a few weeks, and as 
is said “ after gaining very rapidly” and becoming fleshy,) with this dis- 
ease. Is it not possible from the fact that Indians, sailors, and soldiers, 
at all times, and all people in the winter, eat more animal food, that it is 
a disease of excessive nutrition? I believe that chronic rheumatism is a 
disease of the chylopoietic viscera causing depraved nutrition. 

The miasmata have presented no peculiarity. Their extent and se- 
verity bore a direct ratio to the intensity of their supposed causes. I 
have classed the dysentery of the same season with them, because of the 
marked periodicity of many of the cases. It may be however, as said 
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by Dr. Rush, that it is only compelled “to wear their livery,” having 
its own specific cause. In this disease acet. plumbi was used, by several 
practitioners, in large doses, but I have no report of its comparative efi- 
cacy, save from one, who speaks highly of it. 

Though the miasmatie fever, in its severe forms, differs from typhus 
and typhoid fevers in its essential nature, it is often confounded with 
both, or rather, the old idea that typhus was the disease in all cases, is 
still entertained by some. Others who know the difference between ty. 
phus and enteric fevers, confound the remittent with this last, and as s 
consequence, there are some blunders in treatment. In the miasmatic 
fevers stimulants are often given, and ecathartics withheld. The typhoid 
symptoms, in each case, may perhaps have their origin in the alimentary 
viscera, producing eccentric irritation of the neryous centres, but in one 
case certainly, it arises from follicular inflammation, and in another from 
congestion of the portal system or depraved secretions, and in the third, 
(typhus) perhaps from a similar cause. 

Typhoid fever has prevailed in the past year with about an average 
mortality with former years. Turpentine, in certain stages indicated in 
Wood’s Treatise, was found very beneficial. One case of fatal hemor- 
rhage from the bowels, after incipient, decided convalescence, shows that 
the ulcerated follicles are not all healed at that time, and require care. 
The accident in this case followed a small dose of rhubarb. 

Scarlet fever has been quite mild during the current year. I have 
however seen one case, fatal from the extension of the anginose affection 
into the larynx. As soon as the secretion from the membrane became 
established, it stopped the already swollen glottis. I have in three cases 
administered belladona in the minimum doses copied by Wood from 
Braithwaite, and found it much too large. It produced delirium in each 
ease. The extract was from Scheifflin, Haines and Co., N. Y., prepared 
in vacuo, and this fact adds to the evidence already existing, of the su- 
periority of their extracts. 

I have no report on erysipelas except from Dr. Linn, who speaks very 
highly in praise of iron therein. 

The eczema, to which I alluded, has been endemic in a certain district 
for about two years, sufficiently loathsome and uncomfortable, and yield- 
ing only to hepar sulphuris, to which however, it is quite amenable. 
Some of the cases resemble prurigo in its severe form, and some resem- 
ble scabies, which the people are disposed to call it, from which however 
it differs in several particulars, among others in not having its specific 


cure. 
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Small-pox begins to show itself with increased frequency, and the dis- 
ease has in each case within my knowledge, excepting one, been import- 
ed from New York by our own citizens. Vaccination is too much ne- 
glected. The legislature ought to enforce it by penal enactment, and 
make it the duty of the Assessor to mark opposite to each name in the 
Duplicate, whether every person was himself protected, and his family 
also, if he should have one. 

This concludes all that I have to report in reference to prevailing 
diseases. 

Among the “curious cases” of the county, one is important, vis: a 
ease of menorrhagia, (the woman was not pregnant,) in which a clot 
caused concealed hemorrhage and dilatation of the uterus to the capacity 
of a five or six month’s pregnancy. This fact bears on the use of the 
tampon. 

Chloroform, which has been said to be so efficacious in puerperal con- 
vulsions, has been used in one ease within my knowledge in hysterical 
convulsions with marked benefit, but it seems contrary to all science to 
apply it in eclampsia. 

A case recently occurred, where a woman taken in labor with placenta 
previa whilst alone, walked a quarter of a mile to her neighbor’s, leaving 
a blood track the whole distance. When the accoucheur (who was not 
sent for in twelve hours,) arrived, the woman was in deliquis. Owing to 
his haste, he seized one foot, the other not being readily accessible, but 
owing to its lubricity, could not deliver until he had passed a fillet 
through the os, and around the extremity. To do this, he was obliged 
to pass both hands into the vagina, and even into the os, above which 
the foot was. 

A case of presentation of the back, at the upper dorsal region, was de- 
livered recently, or rather expelled, the practitioner not arriving until 
too late for turning. The neck was elongated, the sutures opened, the 
head flattened, and the vertex lying between the thighs, and yet the 
child was fully equal in size to the average. If the denuded cuticle isa 
proof of death, and incipient putrefaction dependent on the long time 
that had elapsed since death, then this child had been long dead. But 
this is not certain or uniform, for I delivered a footus thus situated, some 
months ago, which had been living the day before, which was proved by 
the wife’s calling the husband’s attention to the greatness of the motion. 

I have the details of a case in which a child lived four weeks with a 
needle in the walls of the right ventricle, manifesting meanwhile all the 
symptoms of endocarditis, including anasarca. 
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Every infraction of the law by physicians having ne license, has been 
promptly dealt with. Iam happy to say that no homeopathy, hydro 
pathy, or chrono-thermalism, finds a lodgment with us. 

As the subject of sanitary laws will be before the Society, would it 
not be well to suggest the propriety of legislation on vaccination. So teo, 
there are other useful subjects to which to call the attention of the le 
gislature, such as the alternate overflow and drainage of large tracts of 
land, the ventilation of public buildings, the construction of jails, the 
situation of cemeteries, the burial of dead carcasses, and the inspection of 
food. 

Would it not be well also, for the State Society to adopt some system 
of reporting from each individual in the county, to the District Societies, 
and from them to you; and in addition, to make the period included in 
the reports uniform. 

Such a system, by stimulating to more extensive and accurate obser- 
vations and more rational deductions, would advance the general interest 
of the profession, and elevate its members, adding to the general fund of 
knowledge and expanding the intellect. Such a system would excite an 
esprit du corps, and tend to make our profession what it professes to be, the 
first in the rank of human occupations, as exhibiting the development of 
the moral and intellectual faculties; and enable its members, each, with 
truth to say, “opiferque per orbem dicor.” 

THOMAS RYERSON. 
Rep. Sussex Oo. Dist. Med. Society. 

Newton, Dec. 28, 1853. r 


PALL 


[C.] 
Report From BuriinaTon County. 


To the Members of the Standing Committee of the Medical Society of 
New Jersey. 

GENTLEMEN :—The District Medical Society for the County of Bur- 
lington having appointed me reporter, my office renders it incumbent 
upon me to present you with such information as I possess, respecting the 
general state of health, varieties of disease, and epidemics that have pre- 
vailed during this year, in this part of the State. The winter and spring 
months of the early part of the year were not so cold as usual, nor were 
they marked by those extremes of temperature, which so often occur in 
rapid succession at that season, in this latitude—consequently the amount 
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of sickness was less than common. The diseases most prevalent, were 
Pneumonia, Pleurisy, and Acute Rheumatism; some cases of which 
were characterized by highly inflammatory symptoms; these were gene- 
rally treated by blood-letting, tartarized antimony, mercurial or saline 
purgatives and diaphoretics—remedies, that when timely and properly 
employed, seldom disappoint the physician’s expectations. But having 
seen much reliable testimony in favor of the use of Veratrum Viride, 
(American Hellebore,) in pneumonia and other inflammatory affections, 
as an arterial sedative, and having had patients suffering with pneumo- 
nia, with whom the use both of lancet and tartar-emetics were contra- 
indicated, I was induced to use this remedy as a substitute for both, and 
found it a valuable therapeutic agent. 

W. C. Norwood, M. D., of Cokesbury, 8. C., who first confidently set 
forth the virtues of this medicine, in controlling the action of the heart, 
uses a saturated tincture of the veratrum, which should be prepared from 
roots that have not been long kept. 

Considering this remedy worthy at least a fair trial, we employed it 
with caution in three severe cases of Pneumonia preceeding its use, by 
free depletion and purgation ; the effects of this medicine, however, were 
so marked, that we could not in justice attribute the improvement to any- 
thing else. Later in the season, as milder cases presented themselves, 
the powers of the Tincture of Veratrum alone were trusted to, for con- 
trolling the action of the heart and circulation. It certainly reduced the 
action of the heart, and the frequency of the pulse : it also produced dia- 
phoresis and coolness of the surface, by its nauseating properties. It 
seemed to do that for the lungs which we do for an inflamed joint, when 
we keep it at rest. This remedy, by its sedative powers spares the exer- 
cise of the lungs, and prevents aggravation of the inflammation from that 
cause. The dose of the tincture is from seven to ten drops, gradually in- 
creased, until its nauseating effects are produced. The emetic effects of 
this drug, are not so violent and prostrating as tartar emetic—and can be 
repeated every hour or two, without producing excessive vomiting or purg- 
ing. I would like the members of the profession in New Jersey to give 
it a fair trial at the bedside, before they reject it as a worthless hobby. 

Dr. Norwood regards it as a sheet anchor in typhus and typhoid fevers, 
as well as in convulsions of children, from one year old and upwards, 
when there is a high degree of febrile excitement. “In hooping cough 
it stands unrivaled and alone, as a remedy that may be relied on, when 
accompanied by high fever.” In the first and second of the above men- 
tioned disorders, no opportunity has been offered to give this remedy a 
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fair trial; but in hooping-cough it has been used with much satisfaction, 
accompanied by blisters on the nape of the neck, to allay nervous irrita 
bility. 

During the first summer months we had many heavy rains and three 
or four weeks of cloudy weather, which served well the purpose of satu- 
rating the ground, covering the meadows and filling the ditches, by whieh 
we are surrounded with water, and at the same time producing a most 
luxurious growth of vegetation of every description. This damp and 
rainy weather was not followed by a northwest wind and a few cool days 
and nights, which is mostly the case after an unusual quantity of rain, 
but was immediately suceeeded by southwest wind, accompanied by very 
hot suns, and the most extreme and protracted high temperature that has 
been known in this latitude for many years. By this sudden change, 
the low grounds were parched, and vegetation destroyed, giving rise to 
an abundant production of vegetable miasm; and it was not suprising 
that malarious fever was produced. The type of fever which prevailed 
as an epidemic, was of an Intermittent character: this extended toa 
greater or less extent over the whole township of Burlington. This fever 
generally yielded to the judicious administration of blue mass, saline ca- 
thartics and quinia. 

There seemed to be, however, as the season advanced, a great disposi- 
tion with some of the cases, to assume a more inflammatory character, 
with a determination to the brain, followed by symptoms of continued 
and typhoid fevers. Bloodletting in the first stages, afforded the 
most relief. There were but few deaths from this fever, and not 
a single one occurred under the observation of your reporter from Inter- 
mittent Fever, which is the only epidemic by which we have been visited 
during the past year. 

Dysentery, was scarcely heard of during the summer months, neither 
was cholera infantum so prevalent as usual; when met with, it was of a 
mild form, and was frequently accompanied or followed by the prevailing 
epidemic. Persons living on the outskirts of the town, bordering on the 
creeks and meadows, were attacked by this fever without regard to age, 
sex, or condition; children from two weeks of age, and upwards, were fre- 
quently the victims of this miasma. 

We have had the most conclusive evidence during the prevalence of this 
malarious fever, that those families living in houses situated nearest the 
creeks and meadows were more generally attacked with it, and that the 
fever and ague, seemed more firmly fastened to them, showing that their 
systems were more thoroughly impregnated with the poisonous exhala- 


to th 


EFLBEEE 


as 


=ee 


a 
@ 
= 





Le 4 


Tee eme SP sue KP seeker Ss 


~r eo eS 


' = @RW ern 


NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 145 


tions from the parched meadows or dry borders of the streams from 
which the water had receded, in consequence of the dry weather; the 
latter being the most fruitful source of this koino-miasmata. These pa- 
tients were, of all others, the least susceptible to the influence of medi- 
cine, and when they were cured, at least so far as to be entirely free from 
either chill or fever, a recurrence of the disease within two weeks was by 
no means rare; while those living within sixty feet of them on the op- 
posite side of the street, were comparatively free from the effects of the poi- 
soned atmosphere, excepting those who occupied houses which were opposite 
open lots, and of course free from the protection above alluded to; show- 
ing clearly that the progress of clouds loaded with these deleterious exha- 
lations that are frequently seen on a summer or autumn evening, hover- 
ing over meadows, within a few feet of the ground, may be held some- 
what in check, by a row of houses or a sufficiently high close board 
fence, as they seldom rise higher than twenty feet above the surface, un- 
less agitated by winds, when they are carried with too much force and 
swiftness, to trouble the neighbors on the opposite side of the street. 
There seems to be @ something pervading the atmosphere of this 
vicinity, which predisposes almost every body who receives a bruise, 
blow, or scratch, however slight, to a gathering, boil, carbuncle, whitlow 
or some other disagreeable cutaneous eruption ;—hundreds of men, wo- 
men and children have been affected in this manner during the past year ; 
the only remedy that afforded decided and prompt relief in whitlow 
and gathering, was free incisions into the part; a free discharge of 
matter always followed the knife, if judiciously managed; warm fo- 
mentations served to keep up the discharge, until the parts were restored 
to their former usefulness. Several fingers and thumbs have been sacri- 
ficed to the memory of Thomson, Hahnemann, and old ladies who sell 
plasters, “ that never failed to cure a felon.” Of the great number of 
sufferers, many fell into the hands of these unprincipled pretenders, but 
generally to their sorrow; for after passing weeks of sleepless nights and 
restless days, using “backening” herbs, or taking pellets to produce like 
diseases in all of the fingers, or applying something more tangible in the 
shape of cure-all salves, the patients were, in a majority of cases, obliged to 
go to a physician, and have the abscess freely opened, or perhaps, if too long 
neglected have one of the phalanges removed. Erysipelas generally con- 
fined to the integuments of the head and face, is another of the forms of 
cutaneous eruption that has been prevalent to more than usual extent. 
At the onset of this complaint, if the pulse was found hard as 
well . frequent, and there was much headache, and active delirium, 
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bloodletting afforded great relief; but where there was evidence of debil- 
ity; a feeble as well as frequent pulse, tremor, a dry and often brown 
tongue, the carbonate of ammonia, wine, or the sulphate of quinia in 
large doses conducted it more safely to a termination. 

Dr. Trimble, of this city says, in reply to questions asked him by us, 
as reporter for this county, that the only disease that has occurred in his 
practice, during the present year, that could strictly be termed epidemic, 
has been Intermitting Fever. He had, through the summer a number 
of cases of dysentery, cholera-morbus and cholera infantum, but they did 
not prevail epidemically. Two cases of Cholera Asiatica occurred within 
his practice in the city; hooping cough and scarlatina have also come 
within his practice, but no fatal cases of either this year. 

Dr. T., says the cases of Intermittent Fever have been more numerous 
than for five years past, and have usually assumed the quotidian, and 
double tertian type. These have been easily controlled by a prompt 
course of quinine, preceded generally by mercurial and saline purgatives. 
In a few cases the disease has assumed a typhoid character, but in none 
of those did it prove fatal. Three cases proved fatal, one an aged female, 
of rather intemperate habits, died in the third paroxysm—the other two 
were infants under twelve mosths of age—one died im the first, and 
the other in the second or third paroxysm. In three or four cases 
of children, the chill was accompanied by convulsions; none of 
these proved fatal, though no doubt the same cause, congestion of the 
brain, caused the death of the other two. A number of patients had s 
return of the disease, at periods varying from two weeks to three months; 
and in several of these quinine seemed to lose its influence. Im about 
fifteen cases of this character, arsenic was prescribed alone, and in 
combination with quinine, with a promptly beneficial effect. 

In reply to my second question,—what varieties of disease have come 
within your notice ?—Dr. T. says, “I have had cases of Apoplexy, Arach- 
nitis, Cerebritis, one case a man of intemperate habits, in which Demen- 
tia supervened for several months, and terminating in complete paralysis 
and death. Delirium Tremens, Epilepsy, Convulsions, Asthma, Bronchitis, 
Hzmoptysis, (one fatal case,) Phthisis Pulmonalis, Pneumonia, Ascites, 
Colic, &c., &c. I have had but few cases the past year of an unusual 
character, most of the diseases being those met with in general praetice. 
The diseases have generally been mild; and there have been very few 
deaths, in proportion to the number who have been sick.” 

Dr. Butler gives the following reply to the reporter, which is submit- 
ed in his own writing, as part of the report. 
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To FRANKLIN Gauntt, M. D., Reporter for Burlington County. 


Dear Srr:—In reply to your circular, I have to say that the only 
disease worthy of being dignified by the term “epidemic,” that has visit- 
ed Burlington the past year, so far as my knowledge extends, was a mild 
form of intermittent fever, which prevailed pretty generally during the 
fall months. It however, yielded readily to rational treatment, where 
the patient was entirely under the control of his medical adviser. But 
unfortunately, no amount of caution and advice is sufficient to induce 
that care and watchfulness, which, in many instances is necessary to pre- 
vent a recurrence. 

I venture briefly to record the outlines of a single case, which will 
serve to illustrate the difference between the active and expectant modes 
of practice in this complaint. I presume all our physicians could report 
parallel cases. 

October 14, 1858. About noon, was called to see Julia F., residing 
in Beverly. She was a robust, hearty looking girl, but had been a vic- 
tim for the period of nearly six weeks, first to an ague, primarily of the 
tertian, but latterly of the quotidian form; and second, to the heartless 
cupidity of quacks, and nostrum venders, who shamed not to eat up her 
hard earnings without rendering her the slightest equivalent. She had 
been in the hands of a homeopathic, who had fed her industriously on 
sugar pellets, served up with promises. But latterly, being tired of wait- 
ing for the ‘‘ good time coming,” when the medicine would “operate,” 
she had assumed the responsibility of taking between meals, a quack 
“dead shot for the ague,” which cost her a dollar a bottle. She had 
also taken quinia on her own prescription, or that of her mother, until 
it had produced its characteristic effect on the sensorium. ll however, 
was to no purpose, for “‘she was none the bettered, but rather grew 
worse.” The paroxysms recurred early every morning, and the febrile re- 
action confined her to bed till about noon of each day, she thus losing about 
half her time, besides the injury to her constitution. When I saw her, 
she had a sallow complexion, and the tongue had that peculiar sickly ap- 
pearance like gerated ice, characteristic of the complaint. There was also 
pain and fulness in the region of the liver, and constipation. Gave ten 
grains of blue mass, to be followed in three hours by a dose of castor oil 
and ten drops of landanum. At bedtime she was to take six grains of 
quinia, and early in the morning, before the time for the paroxysm to 
come on, to take six grains more of quinia and fifteen drops of laudanum, 
and drink plentifully of tea of cayenne pepper. The next day, found 
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her at her work, haying missed her ague. In about ten days saw her 
again, and found her as ruddy and fresh as if she had never been sick. 
She had lost no time from the first day that I saw her, which, from the 
fact of her being very poor, was a matter of importance to her. In con- 
sequence of exposure to cold and wet the preceding day, she had a chill 
on the fifteenth day, which however, readily yielded to treatment. 

According to my experience and observation, this section of the coun- 
ty has been remarkably exempt from disease the past year. I have seen 
no dysentery, and besides the intermittent fever already adverted to, 
none of the phlegmasiw, except a few cases of remittent fever of s 
typhoid type. 

I refer to my older brethren for “ anomalous cases.” 

There is one Thomsonian, alias “ eclectic,” and two homeopathic Doo. 
tors in Burlington. One of the homeopaths being armed with a diplo- 
ma from a college whose graduates are entitled to a license from the New 
Jersey Medical Society, has naturally availed himself of the advantage, 
standing, therefore, as far as the legal honors of the Society are concerned, 
on the same platform with the most gifted and honored of our Fellows! 


* * « * a * * 


There is no doubt that in proportion as the members of our profession 
are true to themselves and to each other, will their influence predominate 
in our community. No form of quackery can flourish where the repre 
sentatives of legitimate medicine are united. 

I respectfully suggest, whether the influence and pretensions of quack- 
ery, may not in a measure be counteracted by the members of the profes 
sion taking some pains to keep each other apprized of the history and 
tricks of quacks. During the few years that I have been in the profes- 
sion, I have noticed that it is the policy of many quacks, not to stay long 
in a place. Let the profession follow up these fellows, and expose 
their tricks, and I feel sure much good would result from it. 

Very truly yours, 
8. W. Burizs. 

Boruineton, N. J. December 23, 1853. 


Dr, William Bryan, of Beverly, a borough on the banks of the river Del- 
aware, about three miles below the city of Burlington, makes the follow- 
ing reply to a circular addressed to him by the Reporter for this county. 

“ During the last summer and fall months, we have had what may be 
safely termed an epidemic disease prevailing in this district, viz :—a 
troublesome form of remittent fever, of a low grade, tending almost inva- 
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riably to typhoid, running its course in periods varying from seven to 
thirty days, generally terminating favorably. On or about the seventh 
day of this disorder, a rash or eruption made its appearance on the surface 
of the abdomen, if no change for the better took place by this time, the 
typhoid symptoms developed themselves more distinctly. Entire loss of 
appetite during the greater part of sickness, was a striking feature. 
There was seldom any appearance of special organic lesions.” 

Dr. W. L. Martin, of Rancocas, a small village about five miles 
southwest of this place, sends the following :—Dysentery has pre- 
vailed to a limited extent in this neighborhood, but was confined to a 
particular locality along the Rancocas creek. This disease generally 
passed through families, each member being attacked with it although in 
different degrees of severity. One or two cases that proved fatal, had 
from the first a hard wiry pulse with great pain and tenesmus, in these 
cases the disease ran its course in about six days. Boils, felons, and a 
variety of skin diseases have been very prevalent.” 

He also says, “ malarious disease of the intermittent type, has been 
much more common in this part of the country than it has been for sev- 
eral years past. It differed very little from the ordinary intermittent 
fever, but in many cases was accompanied or followed by profuse diar- 
theea, sometimes taking on a dysenteric character. 

“We have one Thomsonian Doctor in this village, who is a graduate of 
the Jefferson Medical College of Pennsylvania, and I have no doubt 
taken advantage of the existing laws of New Jersey, and obtained a 
license to practice.” 

The subjoined letters are from neighboring townships, and give a 
synopsis of the diseases that have prevailed in the eastern part of this 
— Yours, &e., Frankuin Gauntt, M. D. 

Reporter for Burlington County. 

Buruinaton Crry, January 19th, 1854. 


AAALAMN 


[2.] 


To Dr. Gauntt, Reporter for Burlington County. 
Meprorp, Dec. 1853. 
During the latter part of spring and early part of summer, we had an 
epidemic Roseola which extended, so far as I am aware, considerably 
beyond our own limits—but the southern portions of our township, 
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(Medford), seemed to be the centre of its most active operations. Al. 
most all the children in this particular section, had the rash—and it was 
not wholly confined to them, for many adults suffered, and some under 
pretty severe attacks. 

The rash sv.etimes closely resembled the rash of scarlatina, and in 
others, it more nearly resembled measles, without, in any case, putting 
on the crescentic appearance, usually observed in the latter complaint. 
It usually continued from two to five days; sometimes longer, and 
occasionally terminated in partial desquamation. Some fever, and slight- 
ly inflamed fauces were present in nearly every case; and about four- 
fifths of all affected, required no treatment, and were not confined to the 
house over a day. Yet a number did require treatment, and thereby an 
opportunity was given to see the disease in its mildest, as well as in its 
severest forms. 

The disease could scarcely be considered of much importance, were it 
not a fact of some consideration, that searlatina occurring during one of 
these epidemics, might be mistaken for roseola. Four cases came under 
my treatment, during the prevalence of the roseola epidemic, and in the 
earlier stages of each case it was impossible for me to make a satisfactory 

is: These were of the anginose variety—rash and fever existing 
some time before the disease of the fauces made much advancement. 
One of the four, a little girl 4 years old, died on the fourteenth day, the 
others recovered. 

That epidemic roseola and scarlatina are distinct diseases, I have every 
reason to believe—yet it must be acknowledged, that when the two exist 
in the same neighborhood at the same time, it is frequently difficult to 
make out a clear and satisfactory diagnosis. 

About the first of July, an epidemic dysentery commenced in the 
southern part of our township, and continued until about the first 
of October. I do not remember that we had had this disease, in our 
neighborhood in the form of an epidemic for eight years previous. In 
1852 it oceurred in Shamong township, confining its ravages to a thinly 
settled section of less than two miles in diameter. Thirty-three persons 
were attacked with the disease, and 11 died. The disease was extremely 
active, and showed itself in one of its most virulent forms. It occurred 
in September. The deaths were principally children. Evesham town- 
ship was also in the same year visited with an epidemic dysentery, 
spreading over a large portion of its territory, but the proportion of cases 
was far less, and the deaths numbered but few. 

The epidemic of this year, (1853,) confined itself principally to the 
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southern portion of our township—but few cases happening im the town 
of Medford. The number of cases occurring in my own practice, and im 
that of the physicians occupying the same field with myself, as nearly as 
could be ascertained, is 65; 27 adults, 38 children—28 males and 31 
females—8 deaths, chiefly children. 

There was a remarkable sameness in the symptoms from the com- 
mencement of the epidemic to its close, and differed in no essential points, 
from the descriptions usually given of the disease. The treatment of 
course varied to suit the particular case. The main remedies used were 
opium and blue mass. Bleeding was not resorted to in a single ease. 
Castor oil was given at the commencement,—though not invariably,—in 
the latter stages also, if needed to unload the upper bowels. Opium im 
half grain pills every three hours, and one-sixth grain of blue mass 
rubbed up with camph. water, gum arabic and sugar, about as often, 
formed the body of the treatment, assisted by injections if needed—by 
ipecac in the earlier stages, and by astringents in the latter stages, as the 
symptoms seemed to indicate. Children were treated with powdered 
opium, instead of pills—dose according to the age—in other respects: 
as above. 

I would remark, that I prefer opium in substance in the treatment of 
this disease; but the dose I think should not be too great, and frequent- 
ly repeated. This keeps up a steady impression, which is short of that 
prostration which necessarily attends the exhibition of large doses of this 
drug. Blue mass I pre‘er to calomel, as the latter is more liable to irri- 
tate the stomach and bowels, but it should be well rubbed up with gum 
arabic and sugar with some menstruum, as its action is thereby rendered 
more certain. A number of cases of cholera infantum occurred, as is 
usual with us in the summer months. Three deaths. 

Diarrhea and cholera morbus, less than we usually have. 

During the latter part of the fall we had an abundance of Intermittent 
fever—sometimes hard to break up, but usually yielding to the grandest 
of all remedies for this malady, quinine. I usually give 5 grains at a 
dose every two and a half hours until two or three doses are taken. 

Yours most truly, A. E. Bupp. 


[3.] 
To the Reporter of Burlington County. 
Peuuerton, November 29, 1853. 
The epidemics which have occurred in this neighborhood, have been 
mild; not exhibiting any peculiar feature attractive to the pathologist. 
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In April, the scarlet fever made its appearance in so simple a form, as 
to render the diagnosis of the first cases doubtful. Subsequently, the 
characteristic symptoms became more positively marked, and the angi- 
nose affection quite decided, but in no instance assuming a malignant 
character. In this locality, the malignant type seldom occurs. Only 
two or three e,:demics presenting some such cases having prevailed dur- 
ing the last eighteen years. 

The majority of the cases during the last epidemic, would fully have 
justified the declaration of our homeopathic friends, that, for scarlatina 
simplex, Beladonna is a specific: for in the language of Sydenham, it can 
only prove fatal through the officiousness of the doctor. The treatment of 
course was almost negative—a mild aperient sponging with tepid water, or 
diluted alcohol to allay itehing and reduce the dermal temperature, with 
solution of bi. tart. potas. for drink, seemed to fulfil all the indications. 
In two or three cases, however, in which the anginose determinations 
were more urgent, the sedative effects of a low temperature were very 
satisfactory. In one case of high inflammatory type, and rapidly increas- 
ing anginose tumefaction, with large plastic patches on the mucous sur- 
faces, coma and tetanic closure of the jaws, ice cold water applied to the 
head—cold cloths to the throat frequently renewed, and pieces of ice 
thrust into the mouth and throat, by forcibly opening the jaws, in five 
hours sensibly reduced the tumefaction, restored consciousness and even- 
tually a resolution of the engorgement without any material ulceration. 
Gargles of hydrochloric acid not only cleansed the glands and fauces of 
mucous and plasma, but communicated such a sensation of relief, that it 
is highly probable a modification of the vital movements more consistent 
with health was effected by it. 

Towards the close of the long continued and unmitigated hot weather 
of last summer, dysentery suceeeded sporadic cases of cholera morbus 
and diarrhea. The cases were sufficiently numerous, and all other ail- 
ments partook enough of the characteristics of dysentery to establish its 
claim to an epidemic. 

It proved fatal to a few infants and young children only. Although 
quite severe in the cases of many adults, they all recovered entirely without 
any chronic sequences. Many cases of considerable severity were managed 
domestically, in various ways, accorditfg to the genius of the family, some 
with calomel and castor oil, castor oil and laudanum, quack nostrums and 
astringent vegetable infusions. The anatomical character of the disease 
appeared to be ileo-colitis in most cases. Thetype of rather a typhoid ten- 
deney, although one of the most satisfactory cases treated during the season, 


SS SeezaPESRBESERBES_ 842-3287 22 


= 
Qo 


cco ek eS 


——-_— -_ a UhClCUS 





SFRPPSS FSC RZRSR ES 


——— ee 


NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 158 


was that of a young man in whom the disease was ushered in with extreme 
violence, tenesmus, active fever, hard resisting pulse, and raging headache: 
vs. xvi; hyd. chlo. mit. gr. x, ol. ricini 3j-—pediluy, tinct. opii. fzj. and 
diaphoretie ptisan cathartic repeated next day, with tinct. opii. sufficient to 
overcome pain, and arrest peristaltic movement in the interval, caused a 
resolution of the disease in two or three days. 

In the general course of treatment, those cases appeared to do best, 
where small alterative doses of blue mass or calomel were given, but in 
no instance was ptyalism induced. 

Cupping, both dry and by scarification over the abdomen, was a valu- 
able therapeutic agent, especially when followed unremittingly by fomen- 
tations. Practising upon the hint just obtained from the very excellent 
essay of the Editor of the Reporter, on the functions of the skin, I found 
tepid sponging and the warm bath, when feasible, of unquestionable 
utility. In one case of extreme gastro-intestinal irritability, when all 
ingesta were immediately ejected—from ice to chloroform—from gum 
arabic to brandy, in which emolients, cataplasms, and other contra-stimu- 
lants failed to give relief, immersions in the tepid bath every four or 
five hours, seemed to awaken the slumbering function of the skin, ar- 
rest centripetal determinations and save the little sufferers when appa- 
rently in articulo mortis. When the season had farther advanced, and 
the vicissitudes of temperature between the day and night were greater, 
the disease abated, and almost entirely disappeared in this district, follow- 
ed, however, by a form of continued fever, assuming a course of two, 
three, or four weeks from the inception to convalescence. The main 
features were those of follicular enteritis. Although the remissions in 
the early period of the disease were well marked, quinia, in my hands, 
did not in one single instance arrest its progress, even when given to the 
amount of fifteen grains in the remission; such doses aggravated the 
cerebral symptoms and had to be discontinued, when the fever steadily 
pursued its course. 

Of anomalous cases I have but little to say. Early in the year an 
acephalous foetus was produced in my practice, with entire absence of 
the spinal column through the cervical and upper dorsal portions. The 
trunk and extremities were well developed, and its movements through 
the latter months had been unusually turbulent. In the entire absence 
of cerebro-spinal nervous influence on the heart, it illustrates the possi- 
bility of the early rythmical movements of that organ, (which are estab- 
lished hefore the nerves are formed,) being sustained during the whole 
et ed period by its own inherent ganglionic system, aided per- 
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haps, by the great sympathetic, after its developement. The stimulus 
of the circulating fluid on the endocardiac surfaces, in the first place ex- 
cites contractility in the cardiac tissues by means of their proper ganglia. 
Secondly, reflexed power is derived from the great sympathetic ganglion 
with which it is subsequently brought into connexion. Respiration is 
more depende..+ on cerebro-spinal power, as not the least indication of 
any movement of that sort was made after expulsion. 

A case of renal calculi, not anomalous in the physical condition, but 
so much so in the signs as to lead into error in the local diagnosis, has 
occurred. It was of many years standing; its character undoubted, ac- 
companied with great neuralgic suffering. The pain and soreness excited 
by pressure, were so constantly referred to the region of the left kidney, 
that no doubt was entertained of its being the seat of the disease ; autop- 
sy however, showed the mistake. The left organ was hypertrophed with 
some granular erosions and calculous grit in two or three of the superior 
infundibuli, but not derangement enough to account for either the length 
of time or amount of suffering. The right kidney, to which no reference 
had ever been made, was atrophied, disintegrated in structure, and the 
pelvis blocked by a calculus, filling also, two or three of the infundibuli. 
The anomoly in this case, involved no practical difficulties, but shows 
that reflexed sympathies may lead to errors in local diagnosis. 

We have no guerillas established in our field; occasionally a son of 
lobelia, with his pepper and steam comes hissing through our orbit, like 
a comet from the far off regions, and disappears as suddenly. 

L. P. Conemay. 


Laws of New Jersey affecting the Life and Health of Man,° 
I. COLONIAL LAWS. 
(a) Acts passed in Sir George Carteret’s time. 


1668. May 30.—An Act for the punishment of the crime of mur- 
der, p. 78. + 


1668. May 30.—An Act against drunkenness, p. 83. 
1668. May 30.—An Act concerning taking away a man’s life. (Only 


© Tite comp Sation will bo Sena te Saceety 2M, S00 eee the titles of 
some laws which might have been omitted. The compiler hove bese ged 
to have revised the whole, but it involved more time and labor than he could spare 
He hopes however, that the profession will find this paper, such as it is, a usefu 
one for refere 


t The figures refer to “Grants, Concessions, Acts, &c., passed before the surren- 
der to Queen Anne in 1702.” iy Aaron Ketauiag and Seale Gqlete. Phila. (No date). 
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to be taken according to law, and at the mouth of two or three sufficient 
witnesses.) p. 84. 

1668. Nov. 8.—An Act concerning ordinaries for the entertainment 
of travelers. (Forbids any, except ordinary keepers, to retail “ Drink 
of what sort soever, under the quantity of two gallons.” These ordina- 
ries to be provided for by the town, and the keeper to have a license 
from the State Secretary, obliging himself to make sufficient provision 
of meat, drink, and lodging for strangers. Towns neglecting to provide 
such ordinaries, to forfeit forty shillings fine to the country, for every 
month’s default. The last clause of the “item” reads as follows : “And 
no person whatsoever (as well the ordinary keeper as others,) shall re- 
taile any sort of drink as aforesaid, under the quantity of two gallons, 
under the penally of paying ten shillings fine for every such default, to 
the country.”) p. 87. 

1675. Dec. 2.—An Act to record births, marriages, and deaths. 
(Fee to the clerk, three pence a name. Penalty for not reporting, one 
shilling for the first week, two for the second.) p. 100. 

1677. Oct. 10.—An Act forbidding the selling of drink in private 
houses, or elsewhere, excepting by “such person or persons as are made 


choice of to keep ordinary in each town,” in quantities less than one 
p. 127. 
1677. Oct. 10.—An Act regulating the retail price of liquors. p.128. 
1681. July 23.—An Act to forbid disposing’ of intoxicating drinks 
to the Indians. p. 137. (Laws on the same subject were passed before.) 


(5) Acts passed under the government of the twenty-four Proprietors. 
EAST JERSEY. 

1682. March.—An Act against the crime of murder. p. 284. 

1682. March.—An Act concerning domestic animals, by whose fero- 
ciousness human life is sacrificed. p. 284. 

1682. March.—An Act punishing drunkenness. p. 242. 

1682. Nov. Dec.—An Act to prevent tippling and other disorders 
in ordinaries, by town dwellers. p. 260. 

1682. Nov. Dec.—An Act for regulating of ordinaries. p. 261. (Re- 
pealed, 1695. p. 312.) 

1686. April 6 to 19.—An Act against wearing swords, duelling, &. 
p- 289. : 

1692. Sept. Oct.—An Act prohibiting the selling of strong drink or 
liquors to the Indians. (Penalty changed from whipping to fining, in 
1693. p. 827) p. 316. 
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1692. Sept. Oct—An Act for regulating of ordinaries, and raising 
excise upon strong liquors. p. 318. 

1698. Oct. Nov.—An Act for taking off the excise, and empowering 
the Governor to grant license to ordinary keepers. p. 332. 

1698. Feb. Mar.—An Act for the restraining and punishing of pri- 
vateers and pirates. p. 363. 


WEST JERSEY. 

1681. Nov.—An Act to protect Proprietors, Freeholders, and inhab- 
itants, in the enjoyment of life, limbs, liberty, &c., except by trial of 
jury of twelve good and lawful men. p. 428. 

1681. Nov.—An Act forbidding the sale of strong liquors to the 
Indians. p. 434-5. 

1682. May.—An Act, additional to the preceding. p. 445. 

1682. May.—An Act to prevent clandestine and unlawful marriages. 
p. 446. 

1683. May.—An Act for preventing of swearing, drunkenness, 
whoredom, and profaneness. p. 460. 

1683. Sept.—An Act for a public registry of immigrants. p. 479. 

1684. May.—An Act similar to the last, p. 495. (Good acts!) 

1692. Nov.—An Act for suppressing selling rum, &e., to Negroes 
or Indians. p. 512. 

1694. May.—An Act discouraging whoredom and adultery. p. 527. 


(c) Acts passed after the surrender of the government to Queen 
Anne in 1702. (Queen Anne’s reign began March 8, 1702.) 

1702. Queen Anne’s instructions to Lord Cornbury, her first Go- 
vernor. A yearly census ordered to be taken ; also, registries of births, 
christenings, and burials, to be made. p. 634. Drunkenness and de- 
bauchery to be discountenanced. p. 639. 

1704. Doc. 12.—An Act for suppressing of immorality. p. 3.* 
(Drunkenness, tippling, adultery, fornication, inter alia.) 

1709. April 4.—An Act for the relief of the poor. p. 8. 

1709. April 4.—An Act for regulating of Ordinaries. (Supplied 
and repealed by an act passed March 15, 1739.) p. 9. 

1717. Jan. 26.—An Act for laying an excise upon all strong liquors 
retailed within this Colony of New Jersey. (This act expired by limit- 
ation, March 1, 1722.) p. 42. 

1719. March 27.—An Act to prevent clandestine marriages. p. 53. 


* The figures refer to “ Acts of the General Assembly of the Province of N, Jersey.” 
By Samuel Allinson, Burlington, 1776. 
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1719. Mareh 28.—An Act to restrain Tavernkeepers and retailers 
of strong liquors, from crediting any person more than ten shillings. 
(Supplied and repealed by an Act passed, March 15, 1789.) p. 61. 

1725. Aug. 18.—An Act regulating the packing of Provisions. 
(Supplied and repealed by an Act, March 11, 1774.) p. 71. 

1730. July 8.—An Act imposing a duty on persons convicted of 
heinous crimes ; and to prevent poor and impotent persons from being 
imported into this Province of New Jersey, &c. p. 84. 

1739. March 15.—An Act for regulating Taverns, Ordinaries, Inn- 
keepers, and retailers of strong liquors. p. 102. 

1741. Nov. 4.—An Act to prevent the destroying uud murdering 
of bastard children. p. 122. 

1748. Dec. 16.—An Act for the more effectual preventing of Lot- 
teries, playing of Cards and Dice, and other gaming for lucre of gain ; 
and to restrain the abuse of Horse racing within this Colony for the 
future. p. 187. 

1751. Oct. 23.—An Act to restrain Tavernkeepers and others from 

strong liquors to Servants, Negroes, and Mulatto Slaves, &. p. 191. 

im. & Oct. 23.—An Act to prevent the exportation of unmerchantable 
Flour to foreign markets. p. 193. (This Act expired by limitation, 
March 1, 1752. Foor its details, see “ Nevill’s Acts of N. J.” p. 445.) 

1758. April 15.—An Act for preventing Spirituous Liquors being 
sold to common soldiers without leave from proper authority, &e. p. 218. 

1758, Aug. 12.—An Act for the settlement and relief of the Poor. 
p. 222. (For details, see Nevill, Vol. 2. fol. pp. 217, &c.) 

1760. Dec. 5.—An Act for the preservation of the Public Records 
of the Colony of New Jersey. p. 233. 

1761. Dec. 12.—An Act effectually to prevent Horse-racing and 
Gaming in the Province of New Jersey. p. 241. 

1768. May 10.—An Act for the better regulating Constables, Ven- 
dues, and Taverns. p. 302. 

1772. Sept. 26.—An Act to regulate the practice of Physick and 
Surgery within the Colony of New Jersey. p. 876. (Limited to five 
years from its passage. ) 

1772. Sept. 26.—An Act to prevent the exportation of unmerchant- 
able Flour to foreign markets. p. 378. (Limited to seven years from 
November 1, 1772.) 

1772. Sept. 26.—An Act to prevent abuses in the packing of Beef 
and Pork, and for ascertaining the size of casks and the quantity that 
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shall be put into each. p. 884. (Supplied and repealed by an Act passed 
March 11, 1774.) 

1774. March 11.—An Act for regulating Roads and Bridges. p. 386. 
(Sec. 15 imposes a penalty on employers or laborers for asking for liquor 
on the road.) 

1774. March 11.—An Act for the settlement and relief of the Poor. 
p- 403. (Contains 35 sections.) 

1774. March 11.—An Act to regulate the packing of Beef and Pork 
and to ascertain the size of casks. p. 450. (To continue seven years.) 


II. STATE LAWS. 


1776. An Act for the Preservation of the Public Records of the 
State. 25*. 

1777. March 14.—An Act to prevent the Distilling of Wheat, Rye, 
and other grain. 25. 

1777. June 6.—An Act to suspend the operations of an act entitled 
“An Act to prevent the Distilling of Wheat, Rye, and other Grain.” 66. 
(This act was suspended “until the distilling of Grain shall be prevented 
by Law in the States of Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New York, and no 
longer.”’) 

1777. Sept. 20.—An Act was passed substituting the word State for 
Colony, in commissions, writs, and other process. 92. 

1779. May 28.—An Act to prevent idle and disorderly persons mis- 
spending their time’ at Public Houses, and for the suppression of other 
immoralities. 53 (7) (Repealed by an act passed Sept. 27, 1781.) 

[Acts called for by the exigencies of the times, forbidding the expor- 
tation"of provisions, or withholding from sale the necessaries of life, are 
omitted in this catalogue. ] 

1779. June 8.—An Act to amend an act, entiled “An Act for the 
settlement and relief of the Poor,” passed 11 March, 1774. 67. (Who 
to support.) 

1782. Sept. 27.—An Act to repeal an act entitled “An Act to pre- 
vent idle and disorderly persons mis-spending their time at Public 
Houses, and for the suppression of other immoralities,” passed May 28, 
1779. (This act revives the several parts of acts therein repealed, which 
acts were passed, Dec. 12, 1704; March 15, 1789; and May 10, 1768.) 

1782. Nov. 15.—An Act for the relief of the Poor of the North 
Ward of the City of Perth Amboy. 4. 


*The figures designate the pages in the Pamphlet Laws of the Commonwealth. 
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1783. An Act to repeal an act, entitled “An Act to prevent the dis- 
tillation of Wheat, Rye, and other Grain,” passed March 14,1777. 8. 

1783. An Act to repeal an act, entitled “An Act for the settlement 
and relief of the Poor,” passed June 8, 1779. 8. 

1783. June 19—An Act to revive an act, entitled “An Act to regu- 
late the packing of Beef and Pork, and to ascertain the size of Casks,” 
passed March 11,1774. 74. 

1783. June 19.—An Act to revive and continue an act, entitled “An 
Act to prevent the exportation of unmerchantable flour,” passed Sept. 26, 
1772. 74. 

1783. Noy. 26.—An Act to regulate the Practice of Physic and 
Surgery in this State. 7. 

1783. An Act to procure an estimate of the number of Inhabitants 
in the State of New Jersey. 71. 

1786. An Act supplementary to an act entitled “An Act to regulate 
the Practice of Physic and Surgery in this State,” passed Nov. 26 
1783. 338. 

1790. An Act to incorporate the Medical Society of N. Jersey. 590. 

1790. An Act to regulate the granting of Licenses for Taverns and 
Inns. 617. 

1790. An Act to suppress Vice and Immorality. 619. 

1790. An Act for the registry of Marriages, Births and Deaths. 661. 

1790. An Act for the punishment of Manslaughter, &e. 725. 

1795. An Act for the support of Idiots and Lunatics, and for pre- 
serving their estates. 931. 

1795. An Act concerning Marriages. 1004. 

1796, An Act for the relief and employment of the poor in the 
county of Salem. 51. 

1796. March 18.—An Act for the Punishment of Crimes. 92. 

1797. An Act to prevent the importation of convicts into this State. 
131. (Repeals act of July 8, 1730, respecting duty on convicts, and im- 
portation of the poor.) 

1797. An Act to prevent the use of spirituous liquors at vendues. 
165. (Repeals former acts.) 

1797. Feb. 13.—An Act for suppressing Lotteries. 166. (They 
are declared common nuisances. ) 

1797. Feb. 24.—An Act concerning: Inns and Taverns. 180. (Re- 
peals former Acts). , 

1798. An Act to carry into effect the act of March 18, 1796, for the 
punishment of crimes. 280. 
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1798. An Act to suppress vice and immorality. 399. (Repeals acts of 
Dec. 12, 1704—June 12, 1790—Nov. 20, 1790, for the relief of certain 
religious societies, and all other acts within the purview of this act. Pro- 
hibits Business and Diversion on the Sabbath—cursing—swearing— 
drunkenness—exhibitions—disturbers of religious meetings. Prosecu- 
tions, &c., aga:.st offenders.) 

1799. May 27.—An Act to register Births and Deaths when requir- 
ed. 514. 

1799. An Act to punish venders of unwheleseme Provisions or Li- 
quors. 517. 

1799. An Act to prevent the exportation of unmerchantable flour. 
534. (Repeals act of June 19, 1783.) 

1799. An Act regulating the packing of Beef and Pork. 534. (Re- 
peals act of June 19, 1783.) 

1799. Novy. 19.—An Act to provide for the security of the citizens 
of this State against the introduction of contagious diseases. 567. (In 
what cases the Governor shall prohibit communication with infected ves- 
sels. ) 

1799. An Act to provide against contagious diseases. 654. 

1801. An Act amending an act, entitled “ An Act concerning Inns 
and Taverns,” passed Feb. 24,1797. 61. (Applicants for license how 
to be recommended). 

1801. An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act for the 
settlement and Relief of the Poor,” passed March 11,1774. 107. 

1802. Sept. 2—An Act to regulate the packing of Beef and Pork 
for exportation. 190. 

1804. March 1.—An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act 
for the support of Idiots and Lunatics,” passed Nov. 21, 1795. 328. 
(How cases are to be determined. Mode of proceeding, Xe.) 

1807. An Act to prevent keepers of Inns and Taverns from enter- 
taining minors. 51. 

1807. An Act ratifying and confirming the proceedings of the Me 
dical Society of New Jersey. 54. 

1812. Feb. 8.—An Act to prevent the introduction of malignant and 
other infectious diseases into the City of Perth Amboy. 19. (Regula- 
tions as to vessels arriving.) 

1814. An Act to restrain the selling of liquors, and to prevent Tip- 
pling houses. 78. 

1816. An Act supplementary to an act, entiled “An Act for the set- 
tlement and Relief of the Poor,” passed March 11, 1774. 24. (Re 
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peals 17th sec. of said Act.—(What relatives to support each other.) 

1816. Feb. 15.—An Act to incorporate the Medical Society of New 
Jersey. 29. ; 

1818. An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act to incor- 
porate the Medical Society of N. Jersey” passed Feb. 15, 1816. 95. (Re- 
peals sec. 7 of the original act.) 

1819. An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act respecting 
Inns and Taverns,” passed Feb. 24, 1797. 28. (Penalty for keeping 
up sign without license). 

1820. Feb. 28.—An Act concerning Idiots and Lunatics. 91. (Re- 
peals acts of Nov. 21, 1794—March 1, 1804—and Feb. 12, 1818.) 

1820. An Act to alter and amend certain acts concerning Inns and 
Taverns. 150. 

1820. An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act for the 
settlement and relief of the Poor,” passed March 11, 1774. 166. 

1820. An act supplementary to an act, intitled “An Act for the re- 
lief and employment of the Poor of Salem Co.” passed March 12, 1796. 
211. 

1822. An Act to regulate the packing of Herring for exportation. 14. 

1823. Dec. 2.—An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act 
concerning Idiots and Lunatics,” passed Feb. 28, 1820. 51. 

1823. Nov. 28.—An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An Act 
to incorporate the Medical Society of New Jersey,” passed 15 Feb. 1816. 
56. (Repeals sec. 6 of said Act). 

1824. An Act relative to a Census of the State of N. Jersey. 202. 

1825 Nov. 24—An Act further supplementary to an act, entitled 
“An Act to incorporate the Med. Soc. of New Jersey,” passed Feb. 15, 
1816. 38, 

1828. Feb. 28.—An Act providing for the safety of Travellers. 110. 
(Regulations for steamboats, stages, &c.). 

1828. March 6.—An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
Act regulating Inns and Taverns,” passed Feb. 24, 1797. 202. 

1829. Jan. 23.—An Act to incorporate the City of Jersey City. 
(See. 9). 30. 

1829. Jan. 28.—An Act supplementary to an act entitled “An Act 
to alter and amend the act entitled ‘An Act concerning Inns and Ta- 
verns,’”’ passed 1 June, 1820. 39. 

1829. Feb. 17.—An Act for the punishment of crimes. 109. (See 
Acts of March 18, 1796—suppl. May 31, 1821—suppl. Nov. 1820— 
Ss March, 1828—and suppl. of the present year. 95.) 
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1829. Feb. 17.—An act making provision for carrying into effcot the 
“Act for the punishment of Crimes,” passed Feb. 17, 1829, 133. 

1829. A Resolution respecting the prevalence of Intemperance. 189. 

1830. Jan. 28.—An Act to incorporate Medical Societies to regulate 
the practice <* Physic and Surgery in this State. 19. (Medical Societies 
constituted bodies corporate in the different counties where they are 
formed. Repeals the several Acts incorporating the “Medical Society of 
New Jersey,”’ and supplements of 1816, 18, 23, and 25.). 

1831. An Act relative to the Census of N. J. of 1830. 167. 

1833. Feb. 12.—An Act supplementary to an act entitled “An Act 
concerning Idiots and Lunatics,” passed Feb. 28, 1820. 91. 

1833. Feb. 15.—An Act supplementary to an act entitled “An Act 
respecting Inns and Taverns,” passed June 1, 1820. 105. 

1835. An Act to prevent the burning or vending of Fire-crackers. 57. 

1835. An Act to provide for a Mineralogical and Geological Survey 
of the State of New Jersey. 90. 

1835. An Act farther supplementary to an act entitled “An Act for 
the relief and employment of the Poor of Salem Co.,” passed March 12, 
1796. 120. 

1836. An Act regulating the re-packing of Beef and Pork forexpor- 
tation. 234. (Supplementary to an act passed Sept. 2, 1802). 

1836. An Act for the relief of the Poor. 387. (Exempts certain 
articles from execution.) 

1838. An Act abolishing the punishment of death in certain cases. 
183. (Murder to be in three degrees.) 

1838. An Act further supplementary to an act entitled “Am Act 
concerning Inns and Taverns,” passed 24 Feb., 1797. 241. (Indict- 
ments may hereafter describe the liquor sold as ardent spirits. Repeals 
all other acts. ) 

1839. An Act further supplementary to an act entitled “An Act 
concerning Inns and Taverns,”’ passed Feb. 24,1797. 79. 

1839. An Act supplementary to an act entitled “An Act concerning 
crimes,” passed 17 Feb., 1829. 147. 

1839. A Resolution reepecting Idiots and Lunatics, and to ascertain 
their number and condition. 241. 

1840. An Act further supplementary to an act entitled “(An Act 
concerning Idiots and Lunatics,” passed Feb. 28, 1820. 27. 

1840. An Act further supplementary to an act entitled “An Act for 
the relief of the Poor of Salem Co.” passed March 12, 1796. 68. 

1842. An Act further supplementary to an act entitled “An Act 
concerning Inns and Taverns,” passed Feb. 24,1797. 97. 
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1842. An Act further supplementary to an act entitled “An Act re 
specting Idiote and Lunatics,” passed Feb. 28, 1820. 138. 

1842. A Resolution to appoint Commissioners to select a site fer « 
State Lunatic Asylum. 183. 

1848. An Act respecting poor Idiots and Lunatics. 82. 

1844. An Act supplementary to an act entitled “An Act for sup- 
pressing Lotteries,” passed Feb., 13, 1797. 179. 

1845. Mareh 26.—An Act establishing the New Jersey State Luna- 
tic Asylum. 164. 

1846. An Act supplementary to an act entitled “An Act establish- 
ing the N. J. State Lunatic Asylum,” passed March 26, 1846. 126. 

1847. Am Act to provide for the organization of the State Lunatic 
Asylum. 18. 

1847. March 3.—An Act concerning Inns and Taverns. 158. (Rev. 
Stat. 577.) 

1847. An Act making an appropriation for furnishing and conduct- 
ing the New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum. 167. 

1848. An Act for the Registry of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in 
New Jersey. 155. 

1848. An Act supplementary to an Act entitled “An Act concern- 
ing Inns and Taverns,” passed March 3, 1847. 183. (Repeals former acts.) 

1848. Three Acts supplementary relating to the New Jersey State 
Lunatic Asylum. 209, 213, 218. 

1849. An Act further supplementary to an Act entitled “An Act 
concerning Inns and Taverns, passed March 3, 1847. 61. 

1849. Two supplementary Acts relating to the N. Jersey State La- 
natic Asylum. 240, 267. 

1849. An Act further supplementary to an Act entitled “An Act 
supplementary to an Act entitled “An Act for the punishment of crimes.” 
passed Feb. 17, 1829. 266 (This Act imposes a penalty of $1000 fine, 
or imprisonment for fifteen years, or both, for causing or procuring mis- 
carriage of a woman pregnant with child.) 

1850. An Act supplementary to an Act entitled “An Act to incor- 
porate Medical Societies,” passed Jan. 28, 1830. 3. (Fund for the sup- 
port of Widows and Orphans authorized.) 

1850. An Act incorporating the Parkeville Hydropathic Institute. 71. 

1850. Two Acts supplementary to an Act relating to the N. Jersey 
State Lunatic Asylum. 157, 234. 

1851. March 14.—An Act supplementary to an Act entitled “An 
Act to incorporate Medical Societies, for the purpose of regulating the 
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practice of Physic and Surgery in this State,” passed Jan. 28,1830. 284. 

1851. March 15.—Two Acts supplementary to an Act entitled “An 
Act to authorize the establishment of the N. Jersey State Lunatic Asy. 
lum,” passed March 26, 1845. 316, 321. 

1851. March 18.—An Act to limit the hours of labor, and to pre- 
vent the employment of children in factories, under ten years of age. 321. 

1851. An Act in relation to the supplying the Townships of 
Hoboken, Van Vorst, and the city of Jersey City, with pur 
and wholesome water. 389. 

1851. March 19.—An Act supplementary to an Act entitled “ An 
Act relating to the registry and returns of births, marriages, and deaths 
in the State of N. Jersey,” approved March 3, 1848. 434. 

1852. Feb. 11.—An Act to authorize and empower the inhabitants 
of the City of Trenton, to construct works to supply said City with water, 
and to provide means therefor by loan. 9. 

1852. Feb. 11.—Three Acts supplementary relative to Idiots and 
Lunatics. 74, 91, 533. 

1852. March 23.—An Act to prevent the importation of paupers 
and vagrants into certain counties of this state. 277. 

1852. March 24.—An Act supplementary to an Act entitled “Ap 
Act for the suppression of Lotteries,” passed Feb. 13, 1797. 348. 

1853. March 3.—An Act relative to habitual drunkards. 237. 

1853. March 10.—An Act relative to the Lunatic Asylum 383. 
(Enlargement. ) 

1853. March 10.—A resolution relative to a State Prison Hospital. 
7 SUMMARY. 

Acts relating to, Capital Crimes, 12.—Drunkenness, and other immo- 
ralities arising from nee + beverages, 48.—Registration of Births, 
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bo. 1—Pirncy, &c., 1.—Marriages, 8.—Hogiatry of imatigrats, 2.—Be 
cial vices, 8. —Census, 4.—The relief of the Poor, 14.— a and ex- 
portation of provisions, 12. Against importing poor, and impotent per- 
sons, and convicts, 3.—Lotteries, horse-racing, Gaming, &c., 5.—To pre- 
serve Public Records, 2.—To regulate the Practice of sic and Surgery, 
12.—In relation to to distilling wheat, and other grain, 2.—Idiots, La- 
natics, and Lunatic Asylum, 25. —Unwholesome provisions, 1.—Conta- 
ious diseases, 3.—Safety of Travellers, 1.—Sanitary measures in cities, 
_—Mineralogical, and Goat ogical Survey, 1.—Fire crackers, 1.—Hydro- 


pathic Institute, 1.—To tiie te the hours of labor, and t the em- 
tym yment of children in factories under ten years of age, .—State Prison 


tal, 1.—Total, 174. 
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